
As we have assembled in the capacity 
of a Conference to attend to business, we 
should earnestly seek to enjoy the spirit of 
our calling. We are called to be Saints, and 
if we have the spirit of Saints we shall have 
the spirit of our calling, otherwise we cer-
tainly do not enjoy the privileges that the 
Lord designs we should. The Lord is ready 
and willing to give His Spirit to those who 
are honest before Him, and who seek ear-
nestly to enjoy it.

If Saints, assembled to worship the Lord 
and transact business pertaining to His 
kingdom, should not have the aid of His 
Spirit they would be likely to commit er-
rors, it would be strange indeed if they did 
not, and to do that which they ought not, 
even in business transactions; they would 
fall short of accomplishing their own wish-
es, and of course far short of fulfilling the 
designs of heaven. We see many led astray, 
because they have not retained the spirit of 
Christ to guide them.

When any of this people, who believe 
the Gospel, forsake the duty which they 
owe to God and His cause, they are at 
once surrounded by an influence which 
causes them to imbibe a dislike to Saints 
and to the conduct of Saints; they receive 
a false spirit, and then the Saints cannot 
do right in their eyes, the ministers of 
God cannot preach right nor act right, 
and soon they wish to leave the society 
of the Saints, and that too, as they sup-

pose, with a sanctified heart and life. They 
wish to withdraw from this, as they believe, 
wicked people, fancying all to be wicked 
but themselves, and wish to separate them-
selves until the people are as holy as they 
flatter themselves that they are, when they 
calculate to return again. Others will lose 
the spirit of their calling, and realize that 
they have lost it; they are wicked, and 
know it, and will have more confidence 
in others than in themselves. But the self-
righteous will go away and wait until we as 
a people are sanctified and able to endure 
their presence, and think that then they 
will, perhaps, gather among us again.

People are liable in many ways to be 
led astray by the power of the adversary, 
for they do not fully understand that it is 
a hard matter for them to always distin-
guish the things of God from the things of 
the devil. There is but one way by which 
they can know the difference, and that is 
by the light of the spirit of revelation, even 
the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ. With-
out this we are all liable to be led astray 
and forsake our brethren, forsake our cov-
enants and the Church and kingdom of 
God on earth.

Should the whole people neglect their 
duty and come short in performing the 
things required at their hands, lose the light 
of the Spirit of the Lord, the light of the spirit 
of revelation, they would not know the voice
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