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of the Good Shepherd from the voice of a

stranger, they would not know the differ-

ence between a false teacher and a true

one, for there are many spirits gone out

into the world, and the false spirits are

giving revelations as well as the Spirit

of the Lord. This we are acquainted

with; we know that there are many delu-

sive spirits, and unless the Latter-day

Saints live to their privileges, and en-

joy the spirit of the holy Gospel, they

cannot discern between those who serve

God and those who serve Him not. Con-

sequently, it becomes us, as Saints, to

cleave to the Lord with all our hearts,

and seek unto Him until we do enjoy the

light of His Spirit, that we may discern

between the righteous and the wicked,

and understand the difference between

false spirits and true. Then, when we see

a presentation, we shall know whence it

is, and understand whether it be of the

Lord, or whether it is not of Him; but

if the people are not endowed with the

Holy Ghost they cannot tell, therefore

it becomes us to have the Spirit of the

Lord, not only in preaching and praying,

but to enable us to reflect and judge, for

the Saints are to judge in these matters.

They are to judge not only men, they are

to be judges not only in the capacity of a

Conference to decide what shall be done,

what course shall be pursued to further

the kingdom of God, what business shall

be transacted, and how it shall be trans-

acted, and so on, but they will actually

judge angels.

We sit here as judges, and sup-

pose that business which would prove

injurious to this people should now

be presented for them to decide upon,

or suppose that the leaders of this

people had forsaken the Lord and

should introduce, through selfishness,

that which would militate against the

kingdom of God on the earth, that

which would in the issue actually

destroy this people, how are you going to

detect the wrong and know it from the

right? You cannot do it, unless you have

the Spirit of the Lord. Do the people en-

joy that Spirit? Yes, many of them do. Do

they enjoy it in as great a degree as it is

their privilege? A few of them do, still I

think that the people in general might

enjoy more of the Holy Spirit, more of

the nature and essence of the Deity, than

they do. I know that they have their tri-

als, I know they have the world to grap-

ple with, and are tempted, and I know

what they have to war against.

But let us ask ourselves individually

whether we fight this warfare to such a

degree that we do overcome in every in-

stance? In every contest do we come off

victorious? Here we have to do with our

passions; here is fallen nature, that we

can never get rid of until we lie down in

the grave, it is sown in the flesh and will

remain there, but it is our privilege to

overcome that, and bring it under sub-

jection in our reflections, in our medita-

tions, and in all the labor that we per-

form, though we may be tried, tempted,

and buffeted by Satan. It is our privi-

lege to have power to rule, govern, and

bring under subjection even our momen-

tary passions; yes, it is our privilege so

to live and overcome them that we never

would have a temptation to think evil,

or at least would never speak before we

took time to think, but all would be in

subjection to the law of Christ. Do we

live up to this privilege?

People may ask, are we not good

Saints? Yes, I can say that this peo-

ple are a good people, and they wish

to be Saints, and many of them strive

to be Saints, and many of them are

Saints. I realize the weaknesses of men;

I am not ignorant of my ownweaknesses,

and this is where I learn everybody

else, their dispositions and the opera-


