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tions of the spirit upon the inhabitants

of the earth; to learn mankind is to learn

myself.

This is a good people, they are a righ-

teous people; yet there are some who

are filled with folly, there are some who

are inclined to do wickedly and seem

to love wickedness; there are some who

are filled with idolatry, and it seems as

though it were impossible for them to

overcome the spirit of the world, to keep

from loving it and from cleaving to it and

to the things of the world. I will appeal

to the people as judges—are you capa-

ble of judging in matters pertaining to

the kingdom of God on earth, unless you

have the Spirit of truth within you?

Some may say, "Brethren, you who

lead the Church, we have all confidence

in you, we are not in the least afraid

but what everything will go right under

your superintendence; all the business

matters will be transacted right; and if

brother Brigham is satisfied with it, I

am." I do not wish any Latter-day Saint

in this world, nor in heaven, to be satis-

fied with anything I do, unless the Spirit

of the Lord Jesus Christ, the spirit of

revelation, makes them satisfied. I wish

them to know for themselves and un-

derstand for themselves, for this would

strengthen the faith that is within them.

Suppose that the people were heedless,

that they manifested no concern with

regard to the things of the kingdom of

God, but threw the whole burden upon

the leaders of the people, saying, "If the

brethren who take charge of matters are

satisfied, we are," this is not pleasing in

the sight of the Lord.

Every man and woman in this king-

dom ought to be satisfied with what

we do, but they never should be sat-

isfied without asking the Father, in

the name of Jesus Christ, whether

what we do is right. When you

are inspired by the Holy Ghost you

can understandingly say, that you are

satisfied; and that is the only power that

should cause you to exclaim that you

are satisfied, for without that you do not

know whether you should be satisfied or

not. You may say that you are satisfied

and believe that all is right, and your

confidence may be almost unbounded in

the authorities of the Church of Jesus

Christ, but if you asked God, in the name

of Jesus, and received knowledge for

yourself, through the Holy Spirit, would

it not strengthen your faith? It would.

A little faith will perform little works;

that is good logic. Jesus says, "If ye have

faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall

say unto this mountain, Remove hence

to yonder place; and it shall remove; and

nothing shall be impossible unto you."

A grain of mustard seed is very small;

nevertheless if you had faith as a grain

of mustard seed, and should say unto

this mountain, "Remove hence to yon-

der place, it would be done; or to that

sycamore tree, "Be thou planted in the

sea;" or to the sick, "Be ye healed;" or to

the devils, "Be ye cast out;" it would be

done."

Suppose that I had faith like a grain

of mustard seed, and could do the things

which Christ has said are possible to

be done through that faith, and that

another man on the continent of Asia

had the same faith, we could not ac-

complish much because but two would

have all the power of Satan to com-

bat. Do you suppose that Jesus Christ

healed every person that was sick, or

that all the devils were cast out in the

country where he sojourned? I do not.

Working miracles, healing the sick, rais-

ing the dead, and the like, were al-

most as rare in his day as in this our

day. Once in a while the people would

have faith in his power, and what is

called a miracle would be performed, but

the sick, the blind, the deaf and dumb,

the crazy, and those possessed with


