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different kinds of devils were around

him, and only now and then could his

faith have power to take effect, on ac-

count of the want of faith in the individ-

uals.

Many suppose that in the days of the

Savior no person was sick, in the vicin-

ity of his labors, but what was healed;

this is a mistake, for it was only occa-

sionally that a case of healing a sick per-

son or casting out a devil occurred. But

again, suppose that two-thirds of the in-

habitants of Jerusalem and the regions

round about had actually possessed like

faith in the Savior that a few did, then

it is very probable that all the sick would

have been healed and the devils cast out,

for there would have been a predomi-

nance of a good power over the evil in-

fluences.

Let two persons be on the continent

of America, having faith like a grain of

mustard seed, and let one of them be sit-

uated on the Atlantic and the other on

the Pacific coast, and most of the sick

would remain sick around them, the dy-

ing would die, and those possessed of

devils would continue to be tormented,

though once in a while a sick person

might be healed, or a blind person be

made to see. Now let each one of those

individuals have another person of like

faith added to him, and they will do as

much again work; then let there be four

persons in the east and four in the west,

all possessing faith like a grain of mus-

tard seed, and there will be four times

as much done as when there was but one

in each place; and thus go on increasing

their number in this ratio until, by and

by, all the Latter-day Saints have faith

like a grain of mustard seed, and where

would there be place for devils? Not in

these mountains, for they would all be

cast out. Do you not perceive that that

would be a great help to us?

If I had power of myself to heal the

sick, which I do not profess to have,

or to cast out devils, which power I have

not got, though if the Lord sees fit to cast

them out through my command it is all

right—still if I had that power, and there

was no other person to help me, the peo-

ple would do as they do now, they would

hunt me almost to death, saying, "Won't

you lay hands on this sick person? Won't

you go to my house over yonder?" and

so on. I am sent for continually, though

I only go occasionally, because it is the

privilege of every father, who is an Elder

in Israel, to have faith to heal his fam-

ily, just as much so as it is my privilege

to have faith to heal my family; and if

he does not do it he is not living up to

his privilege. It is just as reasonable for

him to ask me to cut his wood and main-

tain his family, for if he had faith himself

he would save me the trouble of leaving

other duties to attend to his request.

Let this faith be distributed and it

makes all things easy, but put one or two

dozen men to hauling a wagon contain-

ing a hundred tons' weight, and the la-

bor is very heavy, whereas if the whole

of the Latter-day Saints would put their

shoulder to the load it would be moved

easily. It is with the mental powers as

it is with the physical, and that is why I

wish you to consider the matter, and why

I lay those things before you. Let the

Latter-day Saints have faith and works,

and let them forsake their covetousness

and cleave unto righteousness.

I have given you a short discourse

upon faith and practical religion, and

now I say to the Elders of Israel,

to the Bishops of the different wards,

and to the Presidents of the differ-

ent Branches, if there is any business

you wish to bring before this Confer-

ence, pertaining to fellowship and the

conduct of individuals, you can have

the privilege. We were accustomed,

some years ago, to attend to such busi-

ness before our General Conference, and

it is our privilege to do so again, if


