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get into the kingdom of heaven, though I

suppose they are good in their place if we

can find out where it is, but as yet I am

ignorant of it; I presume that the Lord

knows where it is, but I do not. I wish to

say to the Elders of Israel, to all people,

I shall tell you of your iniquity and talk

about you just as I please, and when you

feel like killing me for so doing, as some

of the people did who called themselves

brethren in the days of Joseph Smith,

look out for yourselves, for false brethren

were the cause of Joseph's death, and I

am not a very righteous man. I have told

the Latter-day Saints from the beginning

that I do not professmuch righteousness,

but I profess to know the will of God con-

cerning you, and I have boldness enough

to tell it to you, fearless of your wrath,

and I expect that it is on this account

that the Lord has called me to occupy the

place I do; I feel as independent as an an-

gel.

Some of you have been brought before

the High Council, charged with this fault

and with that, and you say it is too much

for you, that you cannot bear it. But

you have got to bear it, and if you will

not, make up your minds to go to hell at

once and have done with it. If you wish

to be Saints you must have your evils

taken away and your iniquities exposed,

this must be done if you remain in the

kingdom of God. If you do wrong, and it

is made manifest before the High Coun-

cil, don't grunt about it, nor whine about

your loving, precious character, but con-

sider that you have none; that is the

best way to get along with it. Myri-

ads have scandalized me since I have

been in this Church, and I have been

asked, "Brother Brigham, are you go-

ing to bear this? Do you not know that

such and such persons are scandalizing

your character?" Said I, "I do not know

that I have any character, I have never

stopped to inquire whether I have one or

not." It is for me to pursue a course that

will build up the kingdom of God on the

earth, and you may take my character to

be what you please, I care not what you

do with it, so you but keep your hands off

from me.

If you are brought before the High

Council, or before a Bishop's court, and

it is proven before either of those tri-

bunals that you are covetous, don't fly in

a passion and become so excited that you

are ready to burst. I may see fit to ex-

pose some men who have not paid their

tithing; now if you are going to get ner-

vous about it and are afraid of bursting,

let me know, and we will slip an eggshell

over you and your precious characters.

What precious characters some of you

had in Wales, in England, in Scotland,

and perhaps in Ireland.

Do not be scared if it is proven

against some, before the Bishop's court,

that you did steal the poles from your

neighbor's garden fence. If you did, it

would be far better for you to get right

up and own it, for you have in reality lost

your character before God, angels, and

men, and then refrain from such evils

and try to establish a good character. It

would be better for you to do that, than to

become angry when your faults are made

manifest. If it is proven before the High

Council that you did steal a beef crea-

ture, don't get angry, but rise up and ac-

knowledge that you did steal it.

If it is proven that you have been to

some person's woodpile and stolen wood,

don't be frightened, for if you will steal,

it must be made manifest. Someone

may say, "Why I did not think Saints

were guilty of such deeds!" Nor I either.

Such crimes are committed by people

who gather with the Saints, to try them,

to afflict and annoy them, and drive

them to their duty. Do you not suppose

that it is necessary to have devils mixed


