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brethren, who have accompanied me, to

this place, to bring their thoughts to bear

upon the things that are present, and

while we are here, to let Great Salt Lake

City remain where it is—don't bring it

here.

Those who have left their families at

home, and are away from their houses,

cattle, fields, flocks, herds, and other

possessions, and also all who have as-

sembled from the different settlements

in this county, one and all, let all your

affairs, those that you were obliged to

leave at home, stay where they are, and

you stay here and worship the Lord.

In this way every person who has as-

sembled here can feel to leave their af-

fairs and effects where they belong, and

bring their minds to bear upon the spiri-

tual things of the kingdom of God. Then

they can have their minds enlightened

by the Holy Spirit, and understand that

which will make them rejoice.

If those are our feelings and determi-

nations, the candle of the Lord will be

lighted within our hearts, but if we keep

our minds constantly upon our families

and effects, we shall be but little bene-

fited by coming here; this is true in re-

gard to each one of us.

Where our hearts are, there our

thoughts will be: and if our thoughts are

bound up in our earthly possessions, we

had better remain at home and attend

to what we have most set our affections

upon, and not pretend to try to obtain

happiness from any other source.

There is a time for all things, and this

is the time for meeting according to ap-

pointment. I am frequently requested to

come out and hold meetings among the

brethren, but I do not recollect that we

have at any time appointed a three days'

meeting here, though we have previ-

ously been here and held one during two

days. Much instruction has to be given to

enable us to overcome our passions, and

to govern and control our feelings and

disposition.

Those Elders of Israel who have trav-

eled and preached much have had a good

opportunity for experience, and have

learned that they cannot, figuratively

speaking, take their families, friends,

and goods with them, or if they did, they

accomplished but little good.

Those who go out to preach the

Gospel and at the same time say, "My

poor wife and my poor children; and I

shall be glad when my mission is out,"

seldom do much good.

I think that the helpmate was de-

signed to take care of the children,

house, and gardens, and see, as far as

possible, that all is cared for and pre-

served, as they anciently did. Some went

out to war, but they must always leave a

few at home to stay with the goods, or

whatever they had to be taken care of.

Elders who have had an experience

in this matter know whether they car-

ried their families in their feelings, or

not; but it is our privilege to train our

feelings and dispositions, and to bring all

into subjection to the dictates of wisdom,

even that wisdomwhich proceedeth from

our God.

When an Elder goes out to preach he

ought not to let his mind be filled with

care for his family, only when he is pray-

ing about them; and if they have lived

by faith, all right; and if they have died

during his absence, all right; they are

the Lord's; and say, "that He gave them

to me, it is all right; at the same time I

would like to have them, but blessed be

the name of the Lord."

An Elder has possessions great or

small, much or little, and instead of

carrying those possessions in his feel-

ings he ought to leave them, and say

that they are the Lord's, and say, "I

give my spirit and body and what is

committed into my hands, I am only


