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was accounted to him for righteousness.

Shall we not have confidence in God's

Prophets, and in those whom He has

placed to teach us? Those who are

not satisfied with them are constantly

grumbling and growling about their cir-

cumstances and the prosperity of the

Church, but when we have the Holy

Spirit, all is right, and we feel satisfied;

the visions of the Almighty and of the

heavens are before us night and day, and

we have confidence in the holy Gospel,

in the work of the Lord, in the Priest-

hood, and in those who hold that author-

ity upon this earth.

When people have the keys of the

Priesthood and the light of heaven, they

ought to use the blessing of God as not

abusing them.

I wish to bear my testimony to the

truth of what you have been taught this

day, for it is faithful, and has been dic-

tated by the Holy Ghost. When I enjoy

the spirit of this Gospel and the power of

the Priesthood, do you wish to know how

I feel? I feel that I could preach my way

through all manner of opposition. Do I

rejoice? Yes, all the time; when I lie down

and when I rise up. Latter-day Saints

never should be troubled by any small

matters, but when troubles do arise, say,

"The Lord's will be done in all things; I

am shortsighted; I cannot see afar off,

and unless my mind is lighted up by the

Holy Spirit, I cannot do much good."

Do we enjoy ourselves without that

Spirit? I will ask my brethren and sis-

ters now present, do we enjoy as much

as it is our privilege to enjoy? Can we en-

joy the Holy Spirit when we are finding

fault with our neighbors? No, we can-

not. God has set in His Church, firstly,

Apostles; secondarily, Prophets; then

pastors, teachers, helps, governments,

and spiritual gifts; for the perfecting of

the Saints, for the work of the ministry,

for the edifying of the body of Christ, and

to prevent the members thereof from be-

ing tossed to and fro by every wind of

doctrine; and they are to continue until

we all come to a unity of the faith. I think

you are pretty well satisfied in Provo

with those who are placed over you, for

you know that they are appointed by the

authority of heaven, and it is the right of

those who appointed them to dictate you

and all others; it is therefore your duty

to give heed to those placed over you in

authority, and if you do, you will enjoy

the Spirit of God to a great extent, even

to your hearts' satisfaction.

We are called upon to uphold, by our

faith, works, and our prayers, those who

are over us; we have raised our hands

to sustain and uphold them, and will

we turn round and find fault with that

which we have sanctioned? Can you en-

joy the Spirit of God if you do this? No.

In order to enjoy that spirit you must

reverence all the members of the Priest-

hood, no matter who may be in posses-

sion of it. Do you ever hear brother

Brigham, brother Heber, brother Jede-

diah, or the Twelve Apostles, censuring

the Bishops, or any other person, with-

out a cause? No, never. They give them

all the influence and power that they

can, in order that they may be bold be-

fore the people, and have influence to

carry out the things that are given to

them to accomplish. Where there is a

lack of confidence and proper reverence,

people are afraid of the Prophet of God.

Does brother Brigham ever tyran-

nize! No, he blesses the Saints all the

day long, and bears with the sins of the

people, as much so as any other Prophet

of God ever did, and asks God all the day

long, to forgive them; and he continues to

do this so long as there is a spark of in-

tegrity left in the individuals over whom

he is watching.


