
We do not expect to be purified and 
become perfect at once, so much so that 
the old cloven foot can have no influence 
among us, but I expect that the vision of 
the Prophet Daniel will be fulfilled, and 
we are the persons to carry it out. I feel 
to continue to work righteousness, and the 
time is soon coming when all will have to 
walk to the line.

Jesus says, “Except ye are of one heart 
and of one mind, ye are not mine;” and we 
have to shape our minds until they become 
alike. There are not many ways of getting 
to heaven, for God is one, and His way of 
saving mankind is one.

“But,” says the old sectarian priest, “go-
ing to heaven is like going to mill; if your 
wheat is good the miller will never inquire 
which way you came.” Let others say as 
they please, we know that we have got 
to walk in that straight and narrow path 
which has been pointed out to us, and 
that the course which saved men in for-
mer days will save the people in these days, 
and that the same principles that will save 
us will save others. If we would carry out 
practically all that we have received, and 
not trouble ourselves about any more until 
that was done, it would exalt us to a higher 
state than we now enjoy. I have something 
good to do; I am all right. Here are our 
blessings now; we taste the blessings of this 
congregation today, and our place and our 
blessings are at present in this bowery, and 
not away off somewhere else. If our feel-
ings are centered here, then are we blessed 
indeed; but if our minds are wandering, 
they cannot be full of joy, for they must 
be concentrated on the things of God and 
His kingdom so long as this meeting con-
tinues; then we shall feel refreshed, and I 
presume we all need to be.

[After making a few remarks about  
the traditions, habits, and practices of

the Indians, Elder Benson continued as 
follows—]

It is our duty, brethren and sisters, to 
go to work and bring these natives to an 
understanding of the principles of civiliza-
tion, to teach them to till the earth, and 
earn their bread by the sweat of their brows; 
and if they are needy and ask us, we should 
feed them, and at all times be an example 
to them. We have not been as faithful as we 
ought to have been in many of these things.

I have a little Indian boy and girl, and 
certainly it is repugnant to my feelings to 
have to put up with their dirty practices, 
but I have passed a great many of these 
things by; and this I have done because 
I knew what our duties were. In a short 
season we shall be rewarded for all that 
we do to civilize this lost and fallen race. 
The little boy will soon be quite bright, 
his mind is becoming clear and perceptive, 
and if he sees a horse, a man, or any other 
object, he will always remember them. 
True, he yet has some of his Indian traits, 
and I presume it will be some time before 
they are all erased from his memory.

And even some Saints are guilty of 
many filthy habits, for some, when they 
are sick and ought to observe cleanliness 
in the fullest degree, will send for the El-
ders to lay hands upon them, and say, “I 
was taken sick a week ago last Sunday, and 
have been so bad that I have not washed 
since, and I have not had a clean shirt on, 
or clean sheets upon the bed.”

God has condescended to speak to His 
Saints, and has instructed them to wash their 
bodies with pure water, and to observe clean-
liness of body as well as of spirit; this is neces-
sary, and belongs to our religion. We should 
also have wisdom, and exercise it in both eat-
ing and drinking, ever keeping a guard over 
ourselves in all the practices of life, and lis-
ten to the still small whisperings of the Holy

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES64

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   64JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   64 5/13/20   8:48 PM5/13/20   8:48 PM


