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with knives and forks in them, and are

running round squealing to be eaten;

that every tray is filled with bread, every

manger with potatoes, and every man's

wagon with the choice fruits of the earth.

On the contrary, when the Saints from

abroad come to Zion, they will find the

people so busy that they can scarcely find

time to speak to them, and if they have

lost some of their friends on the way, the

people in Zion have not time even to help

them mourn.

Some come here and are astonished,

for they had supposed that they should

find the stereotyped editions of Zion sit-

ting on the seats singing "hallelujah,"

and shouting "Glory to God" continually;

but when they find us all active, some

rushing to the canyons, some gathering

in the crops, and others rearing houses—

when they find the people all alive with

business, they think that the "Mormons"

are all telegraphs; and so we are, stereo-

typed editions of the telegraph. Every

man and woman in Zion at their duty is a

telegraph moving and exerting an influ-

ence, building up, fortifying, and fulfill-

ing the words of the Prophets by build-

ing city after city. It makes no differ-

ence whether we have gold and silver, or

not; we build just as fast without money

as the people of the east build with it,

and a little faster. A man who has faith

says he has capital in himself; he is tele-

graph enough to build him a house. An-

other man has to sit down, and count

"three and two are five, five and two are

seven, seven and four are eleven, and

eleven and six are seventeen;" and so he

will calculate, and unless he has so many

dimes, he has not faith enough to draw

the first rock, or the first adobie, or get

the first foot of lumber, or do the first

thing.

But you take a man who has got

in him the true "Mormon" spirit, and

he considers that he can accomplish

just what he thinks ought to be ac-

complished. If he considers that he

wants a house, he deems himself compe-

tent to go at it, and to build such a one as

he wants; if he wants a small one he can

build it, and if a large one he can build

it. That is the "Mormon" spirit.

If you Saints who have just arrived

here expect a heaven, I will tell you how

to get it; if you have brought a small one

with you, keep it, and keep adding to it;

that is, if you want a heaven, go to and

make it. If you have not means enough

to buy a farm, go to work and make one;

if you have not means enough to buy a

house, build one, and thus gather around

you the comforts of life, and the means

to subsist upon. But I will tell you one

thing, if you neglect to pray, neglect to

watch, neglect to do your duty, and to

serve your God for yourselves, you will

be apt to become dissatisfied, disheart-

ened, and dispirited, and wish to go back

from whence you came. But the opposite

will be the result with those who keep

the commandments of God, who watch

and pray, who are active in their spir-

its and in their religion, and work out

their salvation with fear and trembling,

if you please, or they may work as hard

as they please without fearing and trem-

bling, if they have a mind to. Conse-

quently, when you come here, it is essen-

tial that you keep the same religion that

you embraced before you started to come

here.

I am aware that a great many have

so much piety in them, that they are

like the Baptist priest who came to see

Joseph Smith. Joseph had the discern-

ment of spirits to read a man, and a pe-

culiar faculty of using up the old sectar-

ian tone to "my dee-e-er brethren." When

he heard that good old tone he used to

imitate it; and whenever one of the class,

who are so filled with piety, and the

good old tone, came to Nauvoo, Joseph

used forthwith to take a course to evapo-


