
told them when I was in St. Louis, where 
there were many English and Scotch, 
that if we succeeded in getting to Zion 
it was a “knack,” and if we did not it was 
a “knick,” and consequently there were 
“knick-knacks” in going to Zion, and 
“knick-knacks” after we got to Zion.

These things are all connected with the 
common salvation that you heard Elder 
Hyde treat upon this forenoon, the salva-
tion that is common with the people of 
God. You understand it, you have prac-
ticed it, and tasted the sweets thereof. You 
come here, and you think that we are busy 
and active, but only live your religion, and 
you will feel the power, spirit, and fulness 
thereof, as you have never felt it previous to 
this. What I mean by the spirit is the Spirit 
of God, the Holy Ghost, which you can 
feel from the crown of your heads to the 
soles of your feet. It is here with you if you 
do right, and everything you anticipate in 
the Holy Ghost, and in the power of the 
Priesthood, and in the love of God, and ev-
erything you have thought of in your own 
minds is here, and God is here; and if you 
have thought of bad, it is here also. If you 
approach a large furnace, the first thing you 
see are the black columns of smoke rising 
up and towering aloft, and if you approach 
nearer you discover piles of coal and ore, 
and the ashes, dust, and cinders which have 
been heaved out; but all this will never con-
vince you that there is no iron there. You 
would say that where there is so much iron 
cinders there must be iron; that the iron 
has been taken out and dressed; that there 
must have been lots of iron here, and you 
begin to look for the iron.

If you occasionally see a dirty sheep, do 
not let it try you; if you do not get a bush-
el of wheat as quick as you want it, do not 
let that try your faith. If you are agoing 
to die of hunger, that is the time to be

strong in the God of Israel. I wish to see the 
newcomers active in their religion; I wish 
to see them live their religion, and not only 
seek to be endowed with the spirit of Zion, 
but to bring the spirit of Zion with them. I 
wish to see them come here with their coun-
tenances lit up with the love of God, and 
their hearts burning with the Holy Ghost, 
and their voices sounding like the music of 
sweet instruments, to join in the songs of 
Zion, and in the work of our God, in cul-
tivating the earth, and in building houses. 
Bless your souls, if you desire an experience 
of this kind, in order to build up Zion, you 
must learn. Unless you have practice in it, 
unless you begin with one house, and then 
go from one house to another, you cannot 
learn how to build. You cannot learn how 
to make a farm by reading alone, but you 
have got to have the practical knowledge. 
So it is in relation to building; an architect 
may draw a fine design of a house, yet there 
is not one man in a thousand who can carry 
it out, without the architect is continu-
ally by him to direct, and to say, place that 
there, and this yonder.

We may talk of making our own heav-
en, and of building up the city of Zion, 
and making it beautiful, and having it 
polished after the similitude of a palace, 
but we must have an experience in doing 
such a work, before we can accomplish it. 
The world do not comprehend all things 
as they should; they do not comprehend 
the greatest things; the light and power of 
God, pertaining to man in his probation, 
towering among the clouds and smoke, 
but its force is down here in the practical 
duties of life, in the work under the sun 
that we have to do.

Now when you come to Zion, you  
will find men standing upon their  
feet; but go into the world, and there, 
if a man wants to show himself to be

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES68

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   68JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   68 5/13/20   8:48 PM5/13/20   8:48 PM


