
Many great and glorious principles are 
contained within the Constitution of our 
country, not to say that it is perfect, but it 
is perfect so far as it pertains to the rights 
and privileges of the children of men. But 
there is a nucleus of a government, formed 
since that of the United States, which is 
perfect in its nature. It is perfect, having 
emanated from a Being who is perfect.

But some may enquire, is it right—is it 
lawful for another government to be orga-
nized within the United States, of a theo-
cratical nature? Yes, perfectly so! Does not 
the Constitution of our country guarantee 
to all religious societies the right of form-
ing any ecclesiastical government they like? 
Certainly it does, and every intelligent 
man knows this to be the fact.

The nucleus of such a government is 
formed, and its laws have emanated from 
the throne of God, and it is perfect, hav-
ing come from a pure fountain; but does 
this make us independent of the laws of 
the United States? No, this new govern-
ment does not come in contact with the 
government of the United States. In keep-
ing our covenants, and observing our reli-
gious laws and ceremonies, or the laws that 
God has given to the children of men, we 
are not required to violate the principles of 
right that are contained in the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States.

Had not the government of the United 
States been framed, where would have been 
safety for this people? I answer, nowhere. If 
this Republican government had not been 
organized upon this continent, the king-
dom of our God could not have been pro-
tected; but the hand of the Lord has been 
in it, and superintended its organization, 
and no one can hinder its progress.

If this government had been formed  
in  any  other  k ingdom or  nat ion

upon the earth except the United States, 
where would have been the privileges and 
liberties of this people? Without the in-
terference of the Almighty, and the mani-
festation of His miraculous power for our 
protection, we should have been rooted 
out of the earth.

God foresaw this—He knew what would 
take place long beforehand, and He saw that 
it was not only necessary to have a day set 
for the preparation, and also for the begin-
ning of the Latter-day work, but it was like-
wise important for the different kingdoms 
and nations which were in existence, and 
that had been organized by man, to go to 
work and start up some religious reform, 
and for the people to struggle against their 
mother church, and to fight against her tyr-
anny and oppressions, that religious liberty 
and freedom, and the right of a free exercise 
of their religious opinions, might be guar-
anteed to the human family, not all at once, 
but gradually. We find that at the Reforma-
tion, when the great struggle for freedom 
and religious liberty took place, some of 
them were wrought upon to come to this 
new continent for the purpose of securing to 
themselves religious freedom and religious 
right; and inspired by the Almighty, as was 
Columbus who discovered this land, they 
planted their feet upon the American soil.

They were an humble people and God 
began to work in their minds, and they 
continued to increase, for awhile, in union 
and love, having obtained privileges which 
before they were deprived of; and no doubt 
they imagined to themselves that universal 
freedom was about to be ushered in, but it 
was not exactly so, neither was that degree 
of liberty and freedom to suffice which 
they had then secured, but it was like John 
the Baptist’s mission, merely to prepare 
the way. It was said of John, that among  
all that were born of women there were
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