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in opening their farms, making their

fences around their farms, and big fields,

and take good care of their flocks and

herds, and keep up good schools, pay

their tithing, and attend to all the or-

dinances of the Gospel, live as Saints

of God ought to live, I would promise

them, in the name of Israel's God, that

when they assembled in the congrega-

tions of the Saints, the gifts and bless-

ings of the Gospel would be more copi-

ously poured out upon them, that they

should have power to heal the sick, speak

with tongues, prophesy, and they should

have a mighty influence of the Holy

Spirit in their midst. I felt to promise

them these things in faith, for it is just so

everywhere when people live in humility

before God.

How pleasing it is when we can meet

a brother here, or there, and can feel that

the genial influences of the Holy Spirit

of God are with him! When we feel so

united, so much of one heart and one

mind, that we can buy and sell, trade,

traffic, and do all that we have to do in

the name of the Lord, do all with an hon-

est heart before God—then, when we feel

this way, we can have the Spirit of the

Lord in coming before a congregation to

qualify us to edify the people. This is but

a small portion of our religion, but this is

very good. It is obedience that will pre-

pare us to be exalted in the kingdom of

our God.

There is a monitor in the heart of ev-

ery individual, and a man or woman who

will obey its dictations, and whose inten-

tions are to do right all the day long, need

not be afraid of anything, for they will

have confidence; they shall have confi-

dence before God; they shall have con-

fidence before the Saints, and be en-

abled to claim the promises, and there

is no power that can hinder; there is

no power that can stand against them,

but they shall prevail; and why shall

they not prevail? Why the Psalmist

says—"No good thing will he withhold

from them that walk uprightly." (Let us

ask a blessing on the cup.)

I feel first-rate, brethren and sisters,

and I feel to bless you, and my daily

prayer is that the Saints of God may be

blessed with wisdom, with knowledge,

and with all spiritual blessings, as well

as with temporal prosperity, and I say

they shall be blessed, and they shall be

comforted. And let us be reminded con-

tinually of the instructions given last

Sunday: "Fret not your gizzards." We are

first-rate, and the grasshoppers are do-

ing first-rate too, and I expect that the

Lord will be as good as His word, for

we are the Latter-day Saints; we are the

only people that acknowledge God and

Prophets and the authority of the Priest-

hood upon the earth, and you know what

the Scriptures say: "He that receiveth a

prophet in the name of a prophet shall

receive a prophet's reward; and he that

receiveth a righteous man in the name

of a righteous man shall receive a righ-

teous man's reward." We all want the

Prophet's blessing, and we all want ev-

ery goodman's blessing, and the blessing

of all this community.

When our hearts are drawn out be-

fore the Lord, we feel well, we feel all

right; but when we get to fretting our

gizzards about this, that, and the other,

and begin to say, well, these rewards,

these blessings do not appear to us as we

looked for them; we do not have them in

our assemblies as much as we ought to

have.

How is it, says one, that the Lord is

going to kill the grain, and thus cause a

famine to come? What is the reason the

Lord allows the grasshoppers to come

and eat the grain? Why, we read in the

Scriptures that judgment begins at the

house of God, and I expect the Saints

may be tried a good deal more yet before

they become perfect.

There was one glorious promise


