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I will read a revelation given to

Joseph Smith, junior, and Sidney Rig-

don. But previous to my doing so, and

commencing upon the subject that I ex-

pect to lay before the people this morn-

ing, I will say to them, my understand-

ing with regard to preaching the Gospel

of Salvation is this: there is but one

discourse to be preached to all the chil-

dren of Adam; and that discourse should

be believed by them, and lived up to.

To commence, continue, and finish this

Gospel sermon, will require all the time

that is allotted to man, to the earth, and

all things upon it, in their mortal state;

that is my idea with regard to preaching.

No man is able to set before a congrega-

tion all the items of the Gospel, in this

life, and continue these items to their

termination, for this mortal life is too

short. It is inseparably connected, one

part with the other, in all the doctrines

that have been revealed to man, which

are now called the various doctrines of

Christianity, of which all the professors

of religion believe a portion; but sever-

ally reject, or desire to reject, other por-

tions of the truth; each sect or individ-

ual, taking to themselves portions of the

Bible, portions of the doctrine of salva-

tion, that are the most pleasing to them,

rejecting all the rest, and mingling these

doctrines with the tenets of men.

But let a Gospel sermon be preached,

wherein all the principles of salva-

tion are embodied, and we will ac-

knowledge, at the end of the mortality of

this earth, and all things created upon

it—at the closing up scene, at the fi-

nal consummation of all things that have

been from the commencement of the cre-

ation of the world, and the peopling of it

unto the latest generation of Adam and

Eve, and the final finishing up of the

work of Christ—I say, we shall acknowl-

edge that there is the Gospel sermon,

and that it could not be preached to fi-

nite beings in one short life.

I make these remarks for the pur-

pose of extricating myself from the ardu-

ous task of undertaking to set before this

congregation, every item of the doctrine

of salvation, in all of their various signifi-

cations, as they are presented in this life,

and according to our understanding. I

make these introductory remarks to free

myself from the great task of finishing

the discourse I shall commence. I did not

expect to finish it; I do not expect to see

the end of it, until the winding up scene.

I do not even commence at the beginning

of it; I only catch at it, where it comes to

me, in the 19th century, for it has been

before me; it is from eternity to eternity.

Christ is the author of this Gospel,

of this earth, of men and women, of

all the posterity of Adam and Eve,

and of every living creature that lives

upon the face of the earth, that flies

in the heavens, that swims in the wa-

ters, or dwells in the field. Christ

is the author of salvation to all this


