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say, I straightway seal their damnation.

Brethren, do you believe in such a thing

as that? I do not; yet there are many of

the Elders just so absurd.

I recollect, in England, sending an El-

der to Bristol, to open a door there, and

see if anybody would believe. He had

a little more than thirty miles to walk;

he starts off one morning, and arrives at

Bristol; he preached the Gospel to them,

and sealed them all up to damnation,

and was back next morning. He was

just as good a man, too, as we had. It

was want of knowledge caused him to do

so. I go and preach to the people, and

tell them at the end of every sermon, he

that believeth and is baptized, shall be

saved; and he that believeth not, shall be

damned. I continue preaching there day

after day, week after week, and month

after month, and yet nobody believes my

testimony, that I know of, and I don't

see any signs of it. "What shall I do in

this case, if I am sent to preach there?"

you may inquire. You must continue to

preach there, until those who sent you

shall tell you to leave that field of labor;

and if the people don't manifest by their

works, that they believe, as long as they

come to hear me, I will continue to plead

with them, until they bend their dispo-

sitions to the Gospel. Why? Because I

must be patient with them, as the Lord

is patient with me; as the Lord is merci-

ful to me, I will be merciful to others; as

He continues to be merciful to me, conse-

quently I must continue in long-suffering

to be merciful to others—patiently wait-

ing, with all diligence, until the people

will believe, and until they are prepared

to become heirs to a celestial kingdom, or

angels to the devil.

When the book of Mormon was first

printed, it came to my hands in two

or three weeks afterwards. Did I be-

lieve, on the first intimation of it?

The man that brought it to me, told me

the same things; says he, "This is the

Gospel of salvation; a revelation the Lord

has brought forth for the redemption of

Israel; it is the Gospel; and according to

Jesus Christ, and his Apostles, you must

be baptized for the remission of sins, or

you will be damned." "Hold on," says I.

The mantle of my traditions was over

me, to that degree, and my prepossessed

feelings so interwoven with my nature,

it was almost impossible for me to see

at all; though I had beheld, all my life,

that the traditions of the people was all

the religion they had, I had got a mantle

for myself. Says I, "Wait a little while;

what is the doctrine of the book, and of

the revelations the Lord has given? Let

me apply my heart to them;" and after I

had done this, I considered it to be my

right to know for myself, as much as any

man on earth.

I examined the matter studiously for

two years before I made up my mind to

receive that book. I knew it was true,

as well as I knew that I could see with

my eyes, or feel by the touch of my fin-

gers, or be sensible of the demonstration

of any sense. Had not this been the case,

I never would have embraced it to this

day; it would have all been without form

or comeliness to me. I wished time suffi-

cient to prove all things for myself.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ, must

be preached to all nations for a wit-

ness and a testimony; for a sign that

the day has come, the set time for the

Lord to redeem Zion, and gather Israel,

preparatory to the coming of the Son of

Man. When this Gospel is preached to

the people, some will believe, and some

will not know whether to believe it, or

not. This is the situation of the world;

go forth among the people; go among

your own neighbors, and you may see

it; because the Lord has touched your


