
which form an almost impenetrable barrier 
to the shafts of truth.

I am not what the world calls a learned 
man; neither is President Young. We 
never went to any college except the one 
sustained by the Latter-day Saints, and 
we have been in that from the beginning. 
Let me tell you, gentlemen and ladies, if 
we had been brought up in palaces, and 
been sent to school all the days of our lives 
to get all the education of the world, and 
were practical men only in these things, 
would we be of any advantage to this 
people? A man may pass through a course 
of education designed to fit him for a doc-
tor, a minister, or a lawyer, and it is often 
the case that he comes out an ignoramus, 
or worse than useless member of society.

President Young and I were born of 
poor, but honest and industrious par-
ents, in the State of Vermont, when it was 
new; and we have been in new regions of 
country from that day to the present time, 
except when we were in the British Isles 
preaching the Gospel of salvation to a per-
ishing world. We have cleared and sub-
dued the land at various points from Ver-
mont to this place, so that we have had no 
opportunity for becoming what the world 
calls educated. But if it were possible for 
me to exchange my information for that 
of the most learned man upon the earth, I 
would not do it; it would be like exchang-
ing a good substantial warm suit of cloth-
ing for a mess of filthy rags.

He has not my experience; it can-
not be purchased with money, nor can 
men by all their learning attain to it. Al-
though I have not education of a worldly 
nature, I have a spirit in me that knows 
right from wrong. What is true educa-
tion, and what is not? There is quite a dif-
ference between the true education that 
all men should have, and that which per-

tains merely to this life, though when cou-
pled together they are both good.

When the flowers begin to bloom 
on the mountain sides, the ladies try to 
imitate them with artificial ones. Which 
would you rather possess in education—
the real flower, or the artificial one? Would 
you not rather have true education, direct 
from heaven, than the artificial one of the 
world? The one educates the head and the 
heart, the other the head alone.

The circumstances I have named ren-
dered it impossible for me to obtain the 
education of this world; yet the education 
we have received from God has qualified 
me and my brethren to instruct kings and 
rulers, and bring to nought the wisdom of 
their wise men.

I do not wish you to understand from 
these remarks that you may, with propri-
ety, relax your endeavors to educate your 
children when you have an opportunity. I 
should have educated my children; but I 
have been poor and penniless. Instead of 
helping my children who have now come 
to maturity, they have been required to 
help me obtain an honest subsistence. This 
would not have been the case could I have 
retained my possessions; but no sooner 
had I accumulated a little property than it 
was taken from me by legalized mobs, and 
neither me nor my brethren could obtain 
redress.

Query—Which is the most profitable 
at present to this people, and to the rising 
generation—President Young and Heber 
C. Kimball, or their children? You will all 
say, let us have the fathers instead of the 
children, for the time being. Some would 
say, put the children to school, and let the 
old men work until they are dead! dead!! 
dead!!! I say let the boys help the father, 
and let the father and the mother live as 
long as they can; and let the daughters
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