
also do their part, for life is as sweet to 
the parents as to the children. Life is just 
as sweet to me now as ever it was; but the 
world has lost its sweetness to me.

A person asked me this morning how 
it was that the enjoyments of this world, 
in which he used to take great pleasure, 
had sunk so much in his estimation? He 
said the theatrical performances and other 
amusements, used to give him much sat-
isfaction and comfort. Then the real and 
substantial pleasure and happiness which 
he now enjoys in heavenly realities, was 
not in his possession; he therefore took 
comfort in artificials; but when the real 
rose, blushing in the midst of its own 
heavenly perfume, attracted his notice, the 
gum flowers lost their charms.

When “Mormonism” absorbs the whole 
soul, it yields such a rich feast to the pas-
senger, that earthly enjoyments become in-
sipid and valueless. I have attended theatri-
cal performances from which good morals 
can be gleaned; I have also engaged in the 
dance which is good exercise to the body; 
but when compared with the eternal reali-
ties of our holy religion, these enjoyments 
are in comparison like chaff to the sterling 
wheat; the one contains the essentials of 
life, the other is comparatively valueless. 
When I go to a dance, it is to please my 
brethren and my family; at the same time 
thinking I may perhaps get the spirit of 
dancing; and when I do I improve it, and 
engage in it, as in “Mormonism,” with all 
my heart, mind and strength.

I care not what I do if I do not do 
wrong, so that it comforts myself, my 
family, or my brethren. But anything that 
is wrong—anything that violates the holy 
principles of chastity, virtue, and holiness, 
I say away with it, and let me be associated 
with principles of righteousness, and you 
who want it may take the whole budget of

the world and its fleeting pleasures; only 
let me have the pure unalloyed metal; and 
all who desire it are freely welcome to the 
dross.

This people, taking them as a commu-
nity, I believe would exchange many errors 
for one truth, and one truth is worth all 
the errors in existence. Yea further—one 
principle of truth and righteousness is 
worth the accumulated wealth of all the 
world, with all its pomp, titles, and tin-
seled show. The dross which is separated 
from iron ore is of no great value, but the 
metal is of worth to make iron and steel 
which can be converted into utensils for 
the use of man, such as plows, shears, 
spades, shovels, etc. Gold is valuable as a 
circulating medium because of its scarcity 
compared with other metals; otherwise 
it has no particular value more than any 
other portion of the globe, only in admin-
istering to the necessities of man.

So far as we are concerned, we were taken 
from the earth, and we may expect to return 
to it again; and that portion of me which 
is pure, after the dross of this mortality is 
separated from it, I expect will be brother 
Heber. It is that which will be resurrected; 
but all that is not pure will remain; that is it 
will not go back into my body again; and if 
there are ten parts out of the hundred which 
are dross and corruption they will remain in 
the earth; I do not expect to take that up 
again, but I expect to take up the purified 
element that will endure forever; still the 
dross is beneficial in its place.

I expect that will be the case with 
brother Willard Richards. He has gone; 
and it will not be long before brother 
Brigham and Heber follow after. He has 
gone to the world of spirits to engage in a 
work he could not do if he had remained 
in the flesh. I do not believe he could have 
done as much work for the general good

EDUCATION, ETC. 107

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   107JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   107 5/13/20   8:49 PM5/13/20   8:49 PM


