
108 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

of the cause of God, had he remained

in the flesh, as he can accomplish now

in the spirit; for there is a work to do

there—the Gospel to preach, Israel to

gather that they may purify themselves,

and become united in one heart and

mind.

"What! In the spirit world?" Have

I not told you often that the separa-

tion of body and spirit makes no differ-

ence in the moral and intellectual condi-

tion of the spirit? When a person, who

has always been good and faithful to his

God, lays down his body in the dust,

his spirit will remain the same in the

spirit world. It is not the body that has

control over the spirit, as to its disposi-

tion, but it is the spirit that controls the

body. When the spirit leaves the body

the body becomes lifeless. The spirit has

not changed one single particle of itself

by leaving the body. Were I to fall into a

mudhole I should strive to extricate my-

self; but I do not suppose I should be

any better, any more righteous, any more

just and holy when I got out of it, than

while I was in it.

Our spirits are entangled in these

bodies—held captive as it were for a sea-

son. They are like the poor Saints, who

are for a time obliged to dwell in mis-

erable mud shanties that are moldering

away, and require much patching and

care to keep them from mingling with

mother earth before the time. They feel

miserable in these old decaying taberna-

cles, and long for the day when they can

leave them to fall and take possession of

a good new house.

It seems natural for me to desire

to be clothed upon with immortality

and eternal life, and leave this mor-

tal flesh; but I desire to stick to it

as long as I can be a comfort to

my sisters, brethren, wives, and chil-

dren. Independent of this consideration

I would not turn my hand over to live

twenty-five minutes. What else could

give birth to a single desire to live in this

tabernacle, which is more or less shat-

tered by themerciless storms which have

beat upon it, to say nothing of the rav-

ages made upon it by the tooth of time?

While I cling to it I must of necessity suf-

fer many pains, rheumatism, headache,

jawache, and heartache; sometimes in

one part of my body and sometimes in

another. It is all right; it is so ordained

that we may not cling with too great

a tenacity to mortal flesh; but be will-

ing to pass through the veil and meet

with Joseph and Hyrum and Willard and

BishopWhitney, and thousands of others

in the world of spirits.

Are they all together as we are today?

I believe all Israel have to be gathered;

and to accomplish this the Elders, both

in this and the world of spirits, will go

forth to preach to the spirits in prison.

Where? Down into hell. I appeal to the

Elders who have been from this place to

preach the Gospel to the world, if it was

not like going from heaven to hell. It is a

world of sorrow, pain, death and misery,

and you cannot make anything else of it.

Brethren and sisters, I intend to be a

Saint in heart and life; but if I conducted

myself as many do, with the knowledge I

have, I will tell you what I would do, and

what I would advise you to do in such a

case—leave these valleys. If you do not

intend to be faithful, to do the will of

God, and to keep His commandments, if

I were in that situation I would at once

withdraw. There are some few who are

leaving, and I am heartily glad of it. If

it was a member of my own house, whom

I loved as I do my life, I do not believe

my head would ache because such an one

left the society of the Saints on account

of having no inclination to mingle with

them. If such were determined to go, I

would say, GO; and I would help them

off if they were unable to get away.


