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ened in our faith." Why did you not at-

tend to that before you came here today?

I defy any man on earth to preach the

same to you, as to a few individuals of

one heart, and of one mind.

There is as great a variety of spir-

its in this house as there is of counte-

nances; and there are no two persons

who look exactly alike. Is it not high time

there should be a reformation? We must

become of one heart and of one mind,

just as though we were one man. Be-

fore this people can enter into the ce-

lestial world there must be a great ref-

ormation among them. Every man and

woman must know and faithfully fulfil

their duty day by day. Do you think I am

disobedient to my file leaders? I never

had such a disposition in my heart; if I

had I would banish it from me as quick

as I would the devil, because such a dis-

position is pernicious to the interests of

the cause of truth, and will end in the

destruction of those who encourage it.

Brethren and sisters, I want you to

understand these things and cultivate

them in your minds, and pray that you

may be subject in the sphere in which

you are appointed to act, whether in the

Priesthood or in a family capacity. You

have to learn that lesson, or you can

never go into the paradise of God to min-

gle as equals with these who are counted

faithful.

There is no man in the flesh whose

right it is to direct or control brother

Brigham Young in the first thing. If I

have not a right to lead and control him,

I want to know who has? It is my meat

and my drink to do the will of my Father

who is in heaven; and if I do this to the

day of my death as brother Willard did,

I am as sure of salvation as you are that

the sun will rise and set again.

Is brother Willard saved? Yes, he

is where Joseph is; and I tell you

there was a happy meeting. Was

brother Willard obedient? Yes, just as

obedient as a well-trained child. He has

not got a wife or a child on earth as

obedient as he was. And God knows

there never was a being on the face of

His footstool, that could be any more

kind to me than brother Willard and

brother Brigham. Were they ever cross

and snappish with me? Never, no, never.

There was another trait in his char-

acter that will serve to illustrate the pro-

found deference he paid to the man he

acknowledged to be his leader. When

on visits with brother Brigham and my-

self, or when he would accompany us to a

ballroom or to a meeting, he never would

enter the room before his leader. I have

tried a dozen times to have him do so,

but I always failed in accomplishing it.

He had so cultivated the spirit of obedi-

ence and submission, that it seemed to

be incorporated with his being.

I tell you these things to answer as

a kind of spur to encourage you to more

diligence, and greater obedience to the

commandments of God, that you may

live forever.

There is nothing I fear in this Church

except contention, and a disposition in

the people to run over their fellow be-

ings. What I mean by this is, when

a man is appointed by the proper au-

thorities to preside over one of the out-

posts of the Kingdom of God, in this

Territory or anywhere else, there is a

disposition in some to create an influ-

ence against that man, not to be obe-

dient themselves, and to endeavor to

make everybody else disobedient. Now

a man will be condemned for not obey-

ing the person properly appointed to pre-

side over him, as much as he would for

not obeying brother Brigham if he were

there; and the people will be as much

condemned if they do not obey brother

Brigham, as they would if they should

disobey the Lord God were He here in

person.


