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There are many things I wish to say

before this Conference comes to a close,

but I labor under the same difficulty as

did one of the speakers yesterday, for I

would like to touch upon so many sub-

jects that I am at a loss to know where to

begin.

And when this Conference is over,

I presume that I shall think of many

things omitted, which it would have

pleased me to talk about. When a great

number of people are together it af-

fords an excellent opportunity for teach-

ing them the principles of practical reli-

gion.

Our Conference has been well at-

tended; there has been the greatest num-

ber of Saints assembled that I have ever

seen at one time, and they will out-

number any meeting that the Latter-day

Saints have had on this continent, or

on any other. I doubt not but this is

the largest congregation of Saints that

has ever been assembled at one time and

place on the face of the whole earth, since

the days of the Jews in Jerusalem, or

of the Nephites on this continent while

they were in their glory and strength.

When all the male members of Is-

rael were obliged to go up to Jerusalem

twice a year to worship, pay tribute, &c.,

probably their congregations were larger

than the one today, but no other de-

nomination in all Christendom assem-

bles so many people, at one meeting,

as we now have in this Conference.

I can here teach a great many at once

their duty to their God, to themselves, to

their families, and to their neighbors, if

you could spare the time to listen.

As I have observed to my brethren,

and as I will now observe to you, neither

in China, Siam, nor in any other country

in Asia, nor in any part of Europe and

Africa, nor in any other place on God's

earth, is there a people who now need

preaching to more than do the Latter-

day Saints in this Territory, and that too

by faithful Elders, faithful ministers of

the Gospel, messengers of life and salva-

tion.

The inhabitants of this Territory have

been taught the ways of life, they have

been taught the principles of the Ever-

lasting Gospel and have received them;

they have forsaken their former homes,

the countries in which they were born,

their friends and family connections, for

the Gospel's sake; they are here in the

midst of these mountains, and many of

them will be damned, unless they awake

out of their sleep, unless they refrain

from their evil ways. Many are stupid,

careless, and unconcerned, their eyes

are like the fool's eye, to the ends of

the earth, searching for this, that, and

the other, they have become greedy, are

slow to fulfil their duty, are off their

watch, neglect their prayers, forget their

covenants and forsake their God, and the

devil has power over them.


