
It is of necessity then that we appoint 
missionaries for this Territory, to preach 
to them the word of God which is quick 
and powerful. Some people say that they 
believe the Gospel who never live it, they 
did not embrace it for the love of it, but 
because they knew its truth. They will not 
give up their carnal, selfish, devilish dispo-
sitions and traits of character, and if you 
undertake to choke them off from these 
dispositions you will have to choke them to 
death before they will let them go; they will 
hang on to their evil feelings and evil deeds 
with greater tenacity than does the terrier 
dog to his prey, or antagonist; it is almost 
impossible to separate them from evil.

As for making Saints of those characters, 
we have no such anticipation; we wish to 
make Saints of those who sincerely desire to 
be Saints, who are willing to sacrifice their 
carnal, sinful, devilish feelings, to forsake 
them altogether, and to strive to become 
Saints and to establish the principles of hon-
esty within them; we expect that such per-
sons will be Saints, and we feel like doing all 
that we can to aid them in a righteous course.

As I observed at the commencement of 
our Conference, people must be chastened; 
we believe in this principle. We receive as 
correct doctrine what is said to have been 
written by one of the ancient Apostles, 
(why I make this peculiar remark is because 
this congregation heard brother O. Pratt 
scan the validity of the Bible, and I thought 
by the time he got through, that you would 
scarcely think a Bible worth picking up and 
carrying home, should you find one in the 
streets) viz.; For the Lord loveth whom he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom 
he receiveth, and if you are not chastened 
you are “bastards, and not sons.”

I am quite inclined to believe this,  
and I do not care how many hands it 
has passed through. I will remark that

brother Orson has clearly shown how the 
Bible has come into our hands, in order 
to convince the people of the necessity of 
positive proof for the validity of the Book 
of Mormon, the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, and that Joseph Smith was a 
true Prophet of God, and to prove that our 
testimony, witnesses, evidence and knowl-
edge of these facts are ten thousand times 
more than can be produced in favor of the 
Bible, unless a man has the power of God 
to testify to it, for there can be no proof in 
its favor short of revelation.

This we have known all the time, we 
have understood it from the beginning. 
That made us very anxious, in the days of 
Joseph, to get the new translation; but the 
Bible is good enough just as it is, it will 
answer my purpose, and it used to answer 
it very well when I was preaching in the 
world.

When brother Luddington was telling 
about the elephant walking through the 
cane, it made me think of our Elders going 
through the world, in past days, with the 
proclamation of the Gospel. They could 
take a host of priests, in fair argument, and 
pull them up by the roots and throw them 
aside, as easy as that elephant did the cane.

The Bible is good enough as it is, to 
point out the way we should walk, and 
to teach us how to come to the Lord of 
whom we can receive for ourselves.

It is good for this people to be chas-
tened, and we may expect it, and I delight 
in the feelings and spirit just manifested by 
brother Luddington in his remarks, there 
was no crying, no whining upon his mis-
sion: if they expelled him from one house 
he went to another without crying or 
whining about it.

All that we have received as chas- 
t isement is  from the hand of the  
Lord, and I do not consider that it
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