
with the Saints. The pious brethren, who 
were professedly so good, and loving sis-
ters who went to brother Joseph’s store, 
and could not get trusted, would go to the 
Gentiles and get trusted and pay them, 
and think that they had a right to neglect 
paying Joseph, because he was a Prophet, 
I presume.

This community would do just so here, 
if I had a store of goods. They would come 
to my store and say, “Brother Brigham, I 
am poor and needy, my wife is feeble and 
needs a little tea and sugar, and a little 
medicine; I also want some crockery and 
a little clothing, can’t you fill the bill?” 
Yes, if you will pay me for it. “Of course, I 
will pay you for all I get.” How? “O, never 
question me about that, am I not good for 
five or ten dollar’s worth?” Yes, but when 
are you good, and how? You are good to 
that Gentile store where you have run into 
debt, for you will sell your last cow, pawn 
the dress pattern you got there for your 
wife, and the teacups and saucers, to pay 
the money to that storekeeper; but if you 
trade ten dollars or fifty dollars on credit 
at brother Joseph’s or brother Brigham’s 
store, what next? There is no more about 
it, that is the end of it.

I have known persons that would have 
cursed brother Joseph to the lowest hell hun-
dreds of times, because he would not trust 
out everything he had on the face of the 
earth, and let the people squander it to the 
four winds. When he had let many of the 
brethren and sisters have goods on trust, he 
could not meet his liabilities, and then they 
would turn round and say, “What is the mat-
ter brother Joseph, why don’t you pay your 
debts?” “It is quite a curiosity that you don’t 
pay your debts; you must be a bad financier; 
you don’t know how to handle the things 
of this world.” At the same time the coats, 
pants, dresses, boots and shoes that they and

their families were wearing came out of Jo-
seph’s store, and were not paid for when 
they were cursing him for not paying his 
debts.

But that is nothing, “O,” say they, “it is 
all in the family. Why, yes, brother Joseph, 
I will pay you just as quick as I can.” The 
proof of this is with you, ye rich and poor 
Saints. I will ask the men who have helped 
the poor to this place from different coun-
tries, when they get a house, a horse, an 
ox, or a cow, and have accumulated the 
things of this world, do they often express 
themselves able to pay you? You will all 
say “no.” I will hardly make one exception 
in this congregation, or in this kingdom. 
There is a sister from Wales, the wife of 
brother Dan Jones, who has expended 
thousands of pounds to help the poor to 
this place, and they have cursed her all the 
day long, and she has now to labor hard 
for the support of herself and children.

Can we refer to other instances of this 
kind? We can. That is the great fault among 
this people, and I wished to lay it before 
them that they may learn the truth, and 
their duty to each other. Let the Latter-day 
Saints be as punctual in paying the merchant 
who belongs to the Church of God, as they 
are in paying a miserable scoundrel, who 
would take all their money and then turn 
round and cut their throats, or ask a mob 
to do it, but thank God such characters are 
very scarce here. But no, a great many of this 
people will sustain their enemies, will feed, 
and clothe them, and trade off their wheat 
and cattle to them, and foster them in their 
wickedness, while those very persons would 
cut the throats of the Saints, if they could 
get along as well without trading with them. 
And at the same time that which they owe 
to their brethren in this kingdom who have 
helped them here, and who have blessed 
them all the time, never comes due, and
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