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they, perhaps, never think of it any more.

Have you the proof of all this before

your eyes? You have. I have hundreds

and thousands of dollars owing to me

by this community and contracted upon

a fair business principle. People will

say, "O, brother Brigham, won't you let

me have a team? I must have a horse;

won't you let me have this wagon? I

very much need a cow; won't you help

me in my building? And won't you do

this? And I wish you would do that; and

could you not do the other?" And the pay

never comes. But you will go to a Gentile

and run into debt, and sell your last cow

to pay that wicked man. You may say,

"O, that is only in our business transac-

tions." Is not the upbuilding of the king-

dom of God on earth a temporal labor all

the time? It will be built up by physical

force and means, by manual labor more

than by any particular mental effort of

the mind. Suppose that one Elder was

left alone among the inhabitants of the

earth, and that he should begin, with all

the power of his mind, to imagine him-

self in England, Scotland, France, Ger-

many, Denmark, Sweden, or anywhere

else and still sit in one place, saying,

"Now I am laboring in the kingdom of

God, it is a spiritual labor." What real

good would he accomplish? Not any.

You know the old theory is that the

kingdom of God, and all pertaining to it,

is spiritual and not temporal; that is the

traditional notion of our brother Chris-

tians. But a person may merely think

until he goes down to the grave, and he

will never be the means of saving one

soul, not even his own, unless he adds

physical labor to his thinking. He must

think, and pray, and preach, and toil and

labor with mind and body, in order to

build up Zion in the last days. You can-

not build your house, nor gather up your

substance and come to this place from

different nations by mere thinking, it

also requires physical labor. If we attend

to the things of the kingdom of God, and

nothing else in good weather, we can do

everything else, that is necessary to be

done, in rainy and bad weather.

If we talk to you and you sit and hear,

that involves labor, and everything con-

nected with building up Zion requires ac-

tual, severe labor. It is nonsense to talk

about building up any kingdom except by

labor; it requires the labor of every part

of our organization, whether it be men-

tal, physical, or spiritual, and that is the

only way to build up the kingdom of God.

Hence, what I have been laying before

you is directly pertaining to the building

up of that kingdom.

Will the people still take a course to

feed strangers, and let their brethren

starve? They will not. I say to ev-

ery man who has wheat, set the poor to

building your houses, to making fences,

opening farms, or doing something, and

hand out your grain to them. And if

those who wish to speculate in grain,

in consequence of the scarcity through

drought and the ravages of the grasshop-

pers, come and offer you money for your

grain, do not sell a bushel for five, ten,

or twenty dollars, but tell them, "No, our

wheat is to feed the poor Saints, and no

one else." If you do not do this, I am

watching you. Do you know that I have

my threads strung all through the Ter-

ritory, that I may know what individu-

als do? If you do not pursue a righteous

course, we will separate you from the

Church. Is that all? No, if necessary we

will take your grain from your bin and

distribute it among the poor and needy,

and they shall be fed and supplied with

work, and you shall receive what your

grain is worth.

There is plenty for all who are now

in the Territory, and for all that will

come in this fall. Talk about starving


