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written may he fulfilled, not spiritual-

ized, nor transformed, nor done away,

but absolutely fulfilled.

What did he mean by that saying? Go

and read Moses; I shall not trouble my-

self to give chapter and verse; go and

read Moses and the Prophets and see if

they do not predict the horrors of war to

that age, and desolation, even to the eat-

ing of their own children for mere want,

because of the pressure of the famine;

"even the tender and delicate women,"

says Moses, "who would not venture to

put the soles of their feet on the ground

for tenderness and delicacy, should eat

their own children in the siege and the

straitness, whereby your enemies shall

distress you in all your gates, if you will

not hearken to my words." He also pre-

dicted that the Lord God would raise up

a Prophet like unto him, and the people

should hear him in all things whatsoever

he should say unto them, and every soul

that would not hear him, should be cut

off from among the people.

What do our enemies complain of us

about? For believing we must hearken to

the Prophet of the Lord which we profess

to have among us—Joseph Smith, and

Brigham Young, or whoever it may be.

"They believe," say our enemies, "that

they must hearken to their Prophet in

all things whatsoever he shall say unto

them." Just as though it was a new thing;

that is what they are mad at us about; it

is the main point that is found fault with

from California to Maine, and through-

out Europe, by editors and priests.

Everywhere the word is, "what is

the matter with the Mormons in Utah?

They hold to that abominable principle

of hearkening to all things the Prophet

of God says to them." O dear, what hurt

does that do? It gives them power—they

will all vote one way.

We are not the only people that are

troubled with that doctrine, and this

is not the only, age that has had that

kind of trouble to contend with.

Moses had laid it down, that they

should not only give heed to his word,

and if they did not they should be de-

stroyed, and have to eat their own chil-

dren while their enemies besieged them,

but that they should give heed also to an-

other Prophet that should arise, and that

too in all things whatsoever he should

say unto them; and if they did not, they

should be cut off from among the people.

But that part of "Mormonism" is very

ancient, and applied to Moses, and to

Christ, and to every Prophet that has

ever been sent to lead the people.

"These be the days of vengeance, that

all things that are written may be ful-

filled." I have quoted a little of what has

been written.

"But woe unto them that are with

child, and to those that give suck, in

those days!" What kind of a woe is this?

"Eternal hell," says one. That is not

the meaning; but the language signifies

that it will be hard on those who are in

that situation in those days; they will

have trouble because they will not be

in circumstances to flee from their ene-

mies; it will be very inconvenient indeed

for them to escape; therefore sorrow to

them; it will be hard on them; they are

to be pitied.

I used to think, when I was a boy, that

every time the Scriptures said woe, it

meant eternal hell. I did not understand

very much of the Scriptures then; in this

instance Christ was simply speaking of

the trouble and inconvenience it would

be to those who had little children.

I have often thought how much more

merciful God is to the Latter-day Saints,

in telling them not to go in haste nor by

flight, without stopping to get their coat,

their garment, or their bed; he has not

told them to escape empty-handed; I feel

thankful for this mercy.


