
of righteousness on the earth, the redemp-
tion of their friends, and vengeance on all 
those who have shed the innocent blood, 
whether of Latter-day Saints or Former-day 
Saints. This is the day of their redemption, 
be in what world they may, they are pre-
paring for it. “Lift up your heads; for your 
redemption draweth nigh.” When? Not 
when Jerusalem is compassed with armies, 
not when they (the Jews) are destroyed by 
the edge of the sword, not while wandering 
among the nations of the earth from age to 
age, not while the Gentile powers bear rule, 
but when the sun, moon, and stars shall put 
forth their signs, the heavens shake, and 
men’s hearts failing them for fear, look-
ing for the things that are coming upon 
the earth—then is the time to begin and 
look up, to lift up your heads and rejoice, 
ye spirits that are waiting for redemption, 
whether ye are in this world or in the other, 
straighten your backs in your hard toil, and 
look up, for your redemption draweth nigh.

“And he spake to them a parable; Be-
hold the fig tree, and all the trees.” We have 
not any fig trees here, but they had there. 
“And all the trees,” embraces trees we have 
here. “When they now shoot forth, ye see 
and know of your own selves that summer 
is now nigh at hand.” You do not need a 
Prophet to come along and prophesy that 
summer is nigh at hand, for even the chil-
dren may know it. “So likewise ye, when ye 
see these things come to pass, know ye that 
the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.”

O ye Millerites, ye made a great mis-
take; you thought the first thing was the 
coming of the Lord in power and great glo-
ry; you were going to have him come im-
mediately, without any kingdom to come 
to, without a forerunner in the shape of 
a Prophet, but just by men guessing, and 
predicting, and remarking, and comment-
ing on the prophecies; but so far as the

coming of the Lord being the first thing you 
knew, you will “begin to see these things 
come to pass, and then know that the king-
dom of God is nigh at hand” and we have 
to be born again or we cannot see it.

People hear of “Joe Smith,” as he is 
called, of the Book of Mormon, of an-
gels coming from heaven again; of the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit; of modern 
Prophets and Apostles, and martyrs, and 
they think, “what under heaven does all 
this mean, we have no reason to look for 
anything of the sort, but we expect the 
Lord here every minute.” They have no 
idea of a modern Prophet; of angels visit-
ing the earth in the latter times; of mod-
ern inspiration; of a modern Church that 
will hearken to the voice of a Prophet in all 
things that he shall say unto them; it is all 
new to them, they are astonished, and say, 
“what does it mean, I wonder what is this 
Mormonism coming to?”

The Lord will never come until he has 
organized his kingdom on the earth, and 
prepared his people by sending a messenger 
to prepare the way before him; that messen-
ger has come, and the man that delivered it 
has been slain, namely, Joseph Smith, and 
by the instrumentality of that messenger, 
here sit the Apostles and Prophets, ordained 
to hold the keys of the kingdom of heaven.

If the people had read the Scriptures they 
would have been looking for all this, if they 
had not listened to a set of blind guides, 
who have hired out for money to tell them 
the Scriptures mean something else.

When you see these things come to 
pass, know ye that the kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand. Says one, “for my part I 
believe the kingdom of God was set up 
1,800 years ago, and is not going to be set 
up again; he is not going to have it set up 
twice, or I do not know what you are going 
to do with the Scriptures, you had better
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