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have subscribed to the doctrine God

has revealed in the last days, even the

Gospel as a system of truth and sal-

vation. Yet in looking forward to that

emancipation from darkness, from er-

ror, and from all the concomitant train

of consequences resulting from an igno-

rance of truth, they have failed to recog-

nize, in examining the subject, that the

comprehension of truth was actually nec-

essary to constitute the salvation they

sought for.

We have looked for heaven, or happi-

ness, in a deliverance from every thing

that is in reality a cause of annoyance to

us; of sorrow, misery, and wretchedness.

From this we expect to be saved, from it

we expect the Gospel will redeem us.

Well now, how do we expect to ar-

rive at so desirable a consummation of

our wishes? How do we expect to gain

the point where we shall realize a full

and perfect deliverance from the evils

that afflict us—with which we are sur-

rounded in life—and from which we ex-

pect to be saved, when the Gospel has

wrought out for us all we anticipate,

shall have brought to us the realization

of our highest hopes, and loftiest expec-

tations? What then shall have been done

with us? Where shall we be? What kind

of men and women will we be? What

country or locality of the great universe

shall we occupy? Where can the bread

of life be found, and the water of the

fountain of life, from which we may fain

quench our thirst?

One might calculate that all the good

we expect to realize when we are saved,

will be obtained, by doing, in all things,

as we are told to do, by fulfilling every

requisition that is imposed upon us, and

thereby securing the fullness of this sal-

vation.

What does this obedience lead

people to? It leads them to go

where they are required to go, and

to stay where they may be required

to stay; in fine, it leads them to per-

form every labor that is required at their

hands in the building up of the king-

dom of God, and the establishing of Zion,

or the cause of truth on the earth. In

the pursuance of this, what do we find?

We find men crossing the desert, and

the ocean, of their own free will; passing

through all the contingencies of a jour-

ney of that kind; passing through pri-

vations, hardships, dangers, and evils

that may hang around their path, be-

cause they have been commanded to do

so. We see some fall off who have spent a

score of years in traveling, preaching, la-

boring, toiling, and striving to gain sal-

vation by being obedient to the requi-

sitions that were laid upon them; they

have gone, when, and where they were

sent, and have come back when called

for; they have made it their business to

respond to the calls that were made, re-

gardless of what they might be.

After a while we find those men who

have traveled long and far, and suffered

much; and what do they tell us? "Why,

we have tried Mormonism for twenty

years," and now what conclusion do they

come to? To the conclusion, that is some-

times vulgarly expressed in this way—

"We have not found Mormonism what it

is cracked up to be—it has been misrep-

resented to us." This is simply because

they have not realized all their expec-

tations, and hopes, and have not been

able to grasp the reward they were seek-

ing after, and which they regarded as

constituting the elements of happiness.

So now, after twenty year's hard service,

they are ready, as we say, to apostatize

and go somewhere else to seek happi-

ness, and leave "Mormonism" to go as it

may go, to sink or swim.

If toiling, and laboring, and suffer-

ing privations and hardships were suf-

ficient to save men, and place within

their possession the constituent prin-


