
COMPREHENSIVENESS OF THE GOSPEL, ETC. 147

reason? Simply because this principle

is wanted, this important part of the

Gospel is omitted, if it has ever been

thought of; its harmonizing influences

are not felt through the sphere of man's

being; his interests are at war with the

interests of Zion; he runs after some fan-

ciful notion that is at war with the king-

dom of God. He cares not for it, he

would exchange it for a piece of bread

and cheese, for a farm, or for the glitter-

ing treasure of the world.

Why, because the principle is not in

the heart, that causes him to estimate

the real value of the gem which he re-

jects; he considers it worth but a tri-

fle, consequently he will barter away his

chance for it, for a trifle. That is the way

men act for "Mormonism." We are going

to build up the kingdom of God, and com-

pass sea and land to tell the erring sons

of earth the Gospel, and testify that the

Lord has set His hand again to build up

the kingdom, and then get down by the

fireside and say, "Mormonism has been

preached so many years, and perhaps, in

five years the Son of Man must come;"

and in their feelings they say, "It can-

not be put off; from what brother Joseph

said, and from what brother Brigham

has said, or somebody else, we calculate

the Son of Man will be here in a few

years at the farthest. And will he not

have nice times when he comes, visiting

among this people?"

When will he come? When will be the

day of righteousness that we talk about,

when peace and truth, and the kingdom

of God shall cover the earth as the waters

do the deep? It will be when the prin-

ciple of truth and light and life are de-

veloped in the hearts of the people that

dwell on the face of the earth, and never

until then.

Knowledge is just as near the earth,

so far as that is concerned, now as it

will be then; but where is it? There

is such a thing as truth, as a comprehen-

sion of it, but that does not prove that

it exists within you or me; or that ei-

ther of us have the advantage, or can se-

cure to ourselves the advantage of hav-

ing it in possession; although a seraph

might stand by our side, whose being has

been made radiant by the light of truth,

we still will be in some ignorance, corre-

sponding to the amount of knowledge we

possess.

The light must be in the soul before

its benefit can be realized. We have

heard our teacher tell us that two and

two make four; if we had never heard

anything else, if this was all that had

been connected with it, would we ever

have comprehended the principle? No.

The comprehension of it must exist in a

man's mind. It must be in the center of

his being, a fountain of light, and con-

sequently of life and glory, from which

fountain should proceed life and truth

until it is diffused throughout his whole

being, until all his affections are sancti-

fied, and his judgment corrected.

Then he would have no need to pile

up and read the musty records of past

ages, because the principles of light, and

life, and truth are planted in him; and

when he began to partake of their fruits,

to drink of this fountain, would he thirst

again? No. When a man learns the

truth, he does not feel any more anxi-

ety about it, he does not become hungry

for the comprehension of that truth any

more. So Jesus said, "They that drink of

the water I will give them shall not thirst

again."

A man that receives the knowledge

of the truth does not thirst for the same

knowledge again. This is the principle

that saves men. And if men, while they

build houses and inhabit them; while

they make cities, and preach the Gospel,

and gather the Saints together; if they

were enabled to succeed in developing

this principle in themselves, and then to


