
156 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Have any of this congregation ever

seen, witnessed, or had any knowledge

of such a thing? Yes. Have the sick been

healed? Yes, both by the power of God

and by the power of the devil. We say

that we can witness that the power of

God has healed the sick. Are there in-

dividuals here who have seen the sick

healed when they did not know by what

power they were healed? Yes, a great

many. Mesmerism has healed many per-

sons in the world. Do you know whether

that works by the power of God, or by the

power of the devil? You do not, unless

you have the light of revelation. You may

believe the testimony of others, but un-

less you get a revelation for yourselves,

you do not know whether it is by the

power of God or by the power of the devil.

Have we witnessed persons apostatizing

from this people, from the kingdom of

God, to go into the world and become

wicked, and give way to swearing, drink-

ing, gambling, and horse racing, and be-

come as they formerly had been, only

more wicked than they were previous to

coming into this Church, and that, too,

through the principle of Mesmerism?

I know of many whom Mesmerism

has led out of this Church; they would

see the sick healed, and attribute it to

the power of God; would fall under its

influence, embrace and practice it, and

thus give the devil power over them to

lead them out of the kingdom of God.

They could not tell whether it was the

power of God or the power of the devil.

What is the reason? They had not the

light of revelation within them; they had

not the knowledge of God. Are you

not aware how easily we may be de-

ceived? A neighbor comes along and tells

you a story, and you are ready to be-

lieve him, for, you say, "That man is a

man of truth, I must believe his state-

ment. That sister is a woman of truth, I

cannot but believe her statement."

Have any of you ever experienced a

circumstance like this? For instance, a

person, say a sister in the Church, has a

dream, that such and such things are go-

ing to take place; she tells it to another

in the morning; that one tells it to a sec-

ond person by noon, who tells it to a third

ere night, and so on. How long has that

story to go the rounds before it is told as

a revelation—as a vision, and perhaps as

coming from a man of God, from a proper

source, that the Lord is going to do thus

and so, for there is a revelation upon it?

I have known people to be thus deceived

here in this city, and I have also known

them to be greatly deceived upon a true

principle, if they had only understood it,

but they did not understand it.

Mesmerism is an inverted truth; it

originated in holy, good, and righteous

principles, which have been inverted by

the power of the devil.

Again, many people in this city do not

know whether astrology is true or not,

whether it is of God or of the devil; hence

they are liable to be deceived, as is ev-

ery person unless they have the power

of revelation within themselves. If there

are any brethren here who have been

studying astrology, and they were called

upon to speak, would they not say that

they believed it to be a true science?

They would; they testify that they know

it to be true. But what does it do for

them? It leads them into thousands of

errors. Does God ever lead you into er-

ror? Is He mistaken when He reveals?

No; when He sets you to make calcula-

tions and figures, I will insure you that

every sum will prove and come out pre-

cisely right. The Lord does not deceive

people, but astrology and Mesmerism do

lead them astray. How many deceptions

are there in the world? Millions, for a

great many spirits have gone forth into

the world to deceive the people. Spirit


