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spoken man, I never had a difficulty that

would bring me before a court of my

country. I dislike and despise dissension,

war, and bloodshed, and that is why I

am not pleased with the lawyers. I may

like their persons, but God knows that I

do not like their works nor their princi-

ples, when they strive to produce confu-

sion and contention here, after we have

made laws which suit us, good laws, and

as few of them as possible.

This people are a good people, and I

love them as I love my life. But I would

rather lay down my life, than to again

pass through what I have already en-

dured.

I have never yet shed man's blood,

and I pray to God that I never may,

unless it is actually necessary. I

have never had occasion to fight, but

I have often stood, with my firelock

in readiness, guarding the Prophet

Joseph (with brother Brigham and oth-

ers), for his life was sought all the

time, and that too in Kirtland, Ohio,

that civilized country. I stood by

him until his death, and I will stand

by President Young in like manner,

God helping me, and so will thousands of

this people, and I know it.

God grant that this spirit may rest

upon you, ye Elders of Israel, ye ser-

vants of God, upon you, mothers in Is-

rael, and upon you, daughters of God.

May it abound in you, and be inherited

by your posterity, that you may become

like angels of God, and stand in the de-

fense of Israel. These are the blessings

I seal upon all of you. Be virtuous and

pure, and keep your hands from every-

thing that is not your own, and restore

everything that is your neighbor's.

Do as you would wish to be done by,

and God will bless you forever. Lay aside

all covetous, penurious, and narrow, con-

tracted feelings, cast them off. Be one,

brethren. Let each family be one with its

head, and let that head be united with

the Presidency, and then we are one and

God is for us, and who can be against us?

May God instruct you, and cause

these principles to enter deep into your

hearts and multiply within you, from

this time henceforth, and forever. Amen.
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It seems, my brethren and sisters,

that an occurrence of circumstances

has brought us together again; and

the occurrence of circumstances has

taken away from you, for a time, those

who have been more with you than I

have myself. But there is one thing

that has not changed, viz: our in-

terests—the nature of the object to be

gained by us as Saints.

The simple fact of the Presi-

dency having left us for a brief pe-

riod of time, has not effected, legit-

imately, any change in those things

that should interest us, and engage

our attention. If we are Saints at all


