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can we see more, than when we first

heard the sound of the Gospel?

Let us consider—those of us who have

had the privileges and blessings that a

great many have not enjoyed; we who

have had the experience of a score of

years since we first heard the Gospel ex-

plained, talked about; since it was first

suggested to us that the heavens have

been propitious, in sending an invitation

to the erring sons of earth, to return

from their wandering, and place them-

selves under the tuition which heaven

has instituted, to develop in them a per-

fect knowledge of the principles of truth.

I say, what do we know more today

than then? What capacity do we pos-

sess more? Says one, "I know a great

deal more, and we are enabled to accom-

plish more now than we could then." It

is, simply, because we know more truth

and in the application of it we can oc-

cupy a wider field, and are prepared to

encounter a greater variety of circum-

stances, and under them all to be en-

abled to apply the truth, and create cir-

cumstances that are good and acceptable

to God, to our increase in the truth, and

to the increase of the kingdom of God

upon the earth.

The kingdom of God is being devel-

oped under the influence of the Gospel.

How fast? Just as fast as true princi-

ples are developed in the hearts of men

and women. Just so fast, and just so

far the kingdom of God is actually devel-

oped, possesses strength, and is built up

with sound, substantial materials that

will outlive the waste of time, continuing

to grow in strength and might when sub-

lunary things have passed away. Taking

this view of salvation, we see its object

is to put that in our possession without

which it is impossible for us to be happy.

Well then, should we be subject to

counsel, and be advised? Yes. Men

here stick up their noses, and com-

plain because they are required to be

subject to counsel. Says one, "I know

enough to attend to my own business; I

don't wish any man to manage for me, I

cannot endure it; I am too independent."

Now you poor independent soul; you that

are too independent to learn the truth;

to be taught your duty; what indepen-

dence have you got? "O, I have the priv-

ilege of moving round in this breathing

world as I please; and I won't be con-

trolled?" You won't; but I say you will,

and you are controlled, and that is the

very reason you say as you say, and do

as you do, you are controlled every mo-

ment of your lives and still you say you

are not. You are not independent, you

never were, and you never will be. That

being does not exist within the range of

man's history. The very principles upon

which we exist make us the objects of de-

pendence.

I know the history of that indepen-

dent man. What is it? It is the his-

tory of every man that comes into the

world. Man comes into the world a

beggar, naked, destitute, and the veri-

est specimen of dependence and poverty

that ever was laid out on the stage of hu-

man existence. Could he help himself,

clothe his nakedness? No. The very first

thing he needed, when he looked upon

this earth, he had to borrow from the at-

mosphere that God had provided for him

before he came here.

And had it not been for the provisions

of his great benefactor, he would have

been born only to perish in the morn-

ing of his days. Such is the man who

tells us he is independent. He is too in-

dependent to be taught and instructed.

I say what did he know, or what could

he do in the days of his infancy? The

veriest crawling insect that wiggles its

way along through the dust of the earth

was as independent as he, and had more

help for itself. Talk about independence;


