
178 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

and the authority of His Priesthood.

This same Jesus, after having risen

from the dead, after having received all

power in heaven and on the earth, gave

a mission to his Apostles, Peter and oth-

ers, to go into all the world, preach the

Gospel to every creature, baptize them in

the name of the Father, Son, and of the

Holy Ghost, and gave commandments

that repentance and remission of sins

should be preached in his name, in all

the world, beginning at Jerusalem.

Having given these commandments,

and instructed his Apostles that they

should teach all things whatsoever he

commanded, he ascended up on high,

and took his seat upon the right hand of

God his Father, and he then shed forth

the gift of the Holy Ghost, and bestowed

gifts upon men.

Those Apostles began at Jerusalem

to perform the duties of their mission,

for it had been said that they should

tarry there until they were endowed

with power from on high; and after re-

ceiving this power they stood forth and

preached to the people, on the day of Pen-

tecost, the crucified and risen Redeemer,

and when the people were convinced of

the death and resurrection of the Mes-

siah, and wished to know what to do to

get rid of their sins, and become accept-

able in the sight of heaven, Peter told

them to repent and be baptized, every

one of them, in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins, and he then

added, "For the promise is unto you, and

to your children, and to all that are afar

off, even as many as the Lord our God

shall call."

This being written in the 2nd chap-

ter of the Acts of the Apostles, in the

New Testament, as the first instruc-

tions given by Peter and the Apos-

tles, at the place appointed, and at

the time appointed, and under the

circumstances appointed, and this be-

ing the first attempt to carry out

the great mission—"to preach the Gospel

to the world," hence we conclude that

the Gospel there preached was the same

Gospel that was to be preached in all

the world, and that was to be effica-

cious to all the world, it mattered not

what color or country, what nation or

language, learned or unlearned, Hindoo

or anything else, it was the everlasting

Gospel given by the Savior, at the place

appointed, and at the time appointed,

when they were endowed with power

from on high, the Holy Ghost descending

upon them agreeably to the promise.

Consequently, at that time and under

those circumstances, which I have briefly

named, the Apostles made that procla-

mation, viz., that all should repent and

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ

for the remission of sins; and they were

told that all who would do this, should

receive the remission of sins, and that

the Gospel, with its promises, should go

to every creature; and whether in some

distant age or country that mankind

should be found, it mattered not; there

the Lord should send His Gospel with

the promise of remission of sins, and the

gift of the Holy Ghost, through obedience

to the Gospel. Yes, in every place and

among all people the promises should

hold good, and the signs follow them that

believe.

This Gospel, its history, and char-

acteristics, are clearly recorded in the

New Testament, in the English ver-

sion, translated by the order of King

James, and handed down to us by our

fathers; and it is also given to us

by our fathers, in the Book of Mor-

mon, and in many other good books,

and in the words of many other good

men who lived in ancient times, and in

the words of many modern men, and

many of our young men are made par-

takers of it by becoming members of

the Church of Christ, and they know

what it is to become members of the

body of Christ, and to be justified,


