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"Even to as many as the Lord our God

shall call."

Although the mind of Peter was liable

to be too contracted, he knew one thing,

viz., that the Lord their God was in the

habit of communicating with the people,

and he understood that He always would

be, for he knew that God lived, and he

also knew that the Lord Jesus Christ

was alive, for he had seen and talked

with him, and had handled him, and he

had seen him ascend up on high; and

he had heard him testify that he had all

power given him in heaven and in earth,

and he knew that he would have power

to send the Gospel to every creature, for

he had the keys to send the Gospel wher-

ever he pleased, to all tribes, nations,

and languages, in worlds without end,

therefore when he made the promise he

only limited it, or gave it a certain juris-

diction, recollecting where it belonged.

The promise he gave of the Holy

Ghost was to all that are afar off, to

those whom the Lord our God shall

call. To express it in language more ap-

propriate than any other, perhaps, the

promise of the Holy Ghost is, to wher-

ever the Lord sends forth a revelation,

wherever He makes proclamation of the

Gospel, wherever He commissions men

and sends forth the keys of the kingdom

of God, and authorizes men to admin-

ister those ordinances in His name. It

matters not whether in Judea, or Amer-

ica, or whether it be in Samaria, or

England, whether to the heathen, the

Jew, or the refined philosopher. It mat-

ters not whether we apply it to an-

cient days or modern times, wherever

the Almighty God or Jesus Christ His

Son, sees fit to reveal the fulness of

the Gospel, and the keys of the eternal

Priesthood, and the ministration of an-

gels, there the promise contained in the

Gospel was to hold good; and the na-

tion or people obeying that call should

receive remission of sins in his name, in

obedience to his Gospel, and be filled

with the Holy Spirit of Promise—the

Holy Ghost, which is the gift of prophecy

and revelation, and also includes many

other gifts.

Is that Gospel any less true because

it was revealed to Mormon, and was

preached by him? Is that truth any less

true because it has been hid up in the

earth, inscribed upon plates, and has

come forth and been translated in this

age of the world? Was not that Gospel

as good when preached to the Nephites

in America, as it was when preached to

the Jews in Palestine?

And if as good why not write it? And

if good enough to be preached and writ-

ten, why not have those writings and

read them, and rejoice in the spirit and

truths they contain?

Rejoice because it swells the heart,

expands the mind, gives a more en-

larged view of God's dealings and mer-

cies, shows them to be extended to all

extent, published in different countries,

and upon different continents, revealed

to one nation as well as another; in short,

it gives a man that feeling when he con-

templates the bearing and extent of that

Gospel; it gives a man a feeling which

affords joy and satisfaction to the soul;

it gives a man that feeling which angels

had when they sung in the ears of the

shepherds of Judea—"We bring you glad

tidings of great joy"—which shall be in a

few countries, and to a few people? No,

that was not the song, though they were

singing to those who had a few tradi-

tions in their families; which they had

received from their forefathers.

The shepherds were astonished, and

well they might be, and they brought

everybody to this text throughout the

whole of Judea. Still those angels

were honest enough to sing the whole

truth, notwithstanding the Jews looked

upon all Gentiles as dogs, and I think

I hear the shepherds saying, that


