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brought glad tidings to everybody—“To
these dogs?” Still the angels—a choir of
them—were bold enough to sing, “We
bring you glad tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people!””

What a big saying for Jewish shep-
herds! Why they must have enlarged their
hearts, and wondered at this very strange
news! Why Peter had hardly got his heart
sufficiently enlarged to believe these glad
tidings, many years after they were pro-
claimed, although he had preached so
much.

It swelled by degrees, and contracted
again, I suppose, and at last he had to have
a vision, and a sheet let down from heaven,
and things shown him, and explained to
him over and over again, to get him to re-
alize the truth of the glad tidings sung by
angels at the birth of the Savior.

It was showing so much, it was too
broad a platform, such a boundless ocean
of mercy! It was making such a provision
for the human family that Peter could not
comprehend it. If the angel had said it was
for the Jews, for the peculiar people of God,
these that could receive the new revelation,
why then it might have done; but to throw
off their traditions, they who were the pe-
culiar few, as they considered themselves, to
believe that the glad tidings of the Savior’s
birth was for those Gentile dogs, they could
not endure this for a moment. They were
of the house of Israel, the seed of promise.

This was indeed a peculiar vision, bring-
ing the glad tidings of the Savior’s birth—for
that was the peculiar mission of those an-
gels—hence they did not bring the Gospel,
they did not say anything about baptism, nor
repentance, nor remission of sins, but they
simply brought glad tidings of it. They an-
nounced the fact that a Savior was born at
such a date and place, told the birthplace and

events of a Savior being born in Bethlehem,
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under the circumstances named at that
time, and declared that this news, this glad
tidings, should go to all people.

What was the result? Why it went
through Judea; it was sounded through Sa-
maria; it went to Rome and to Greece; it
went to Ethiopia; it went to the uttermost
parts of the earth; it soon bounded over the
sea; the angels of God that sung that song
could never contradict their words. If then
they had to carry it over the seas, to every
country and continent where the seed of
promise was, they were bound to fulfil that
mission, and they swiftly flew to America,
and proclaimed the glad tidings there.

They found the people there shut out
by a cloud of darkness, from the light of
truth. They found a people there called
the Nephites and Lamanites who were a
branch of the house of Israel, that were
cast off, or rather brought over the great
waters from their country, and they bore
the glad tidings to them (you have read it
in the Book of Nephi), and they informed
them that at such a time and place the Sav-
ior was born.

By and by the Savior himself came over
here, and told it to the people; but this was
after his resurrection, for the work was too
much, and the field too large for his mortal
life; for he had but a few years to preach the
Gospel to the Jews, and part of that short
life of 33 years was he a child—a boy, and
hence, he had to be limited to that country
where he had a mortal body, and could be
borne by the mountain waves that might
separate one country from another. But after
his resurrection, he was as independent of
the waves and mountains as he was of those
who crucified him; for then he could rise
above their power; he was able to pass from
planet to planet with perfect ease; he was as
able to ascend up and go from continent
to continent; he was as able to ascend
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