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understand that the promises, that are

special, will not apply to us, and where

they go we cannot come, except by adop-

tion.

May the Lord bless you. Amen.

I like preaching the Gospel this morn-

ing. Before I came here I thought,

what shall I say if they call on me to

speak today? And the thought came into

my mind, I will preach the Gospel, and

themoment I came brother Kimball said,

"Brother Parley, come preach the Gospel

to us;" I replied, "That is just what I was

thinking of."

THE POWERS OF THE PRIESTHOOD NOT GENERALLY

UNDERSTOOD—THE NECESSITY OF LIVING BY

REVELATION—THE ABUSE OF BLESSINGS.

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JANUARY 27, 1856.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

I am thankful for the privilege

of again appearing here before the

brethren and sisters. A few of us have

been absent for a short time, and, in our

absence, I hope and trust you have been

blessed with the Holy Spirit of the Lord.

I pray for the continuance of the light

of that Spirit to rest upon the Saints,

this I crave continually for myself and for

all who profess to be Saints of the Most

High.

As I have frequently thought, and

said, when duty requires I am happy in

going from home, and I am happy in re-

turning, for it is my greatest joy and com-

fort to do what the Lord requires of me,

and what I know to be my duty, no mat-

ter what it is if the Lord requires it of me.

This course gives joy and peace. When

this principle becomes the acting princi-

ple of all the Saints, we shall find that

Zion is here; we shall be in the midst of

it; we shall enjoy it.

As individuals, we enjoy Zion at

present, but not as a community; there

is so much sin, darkness, and ig-

norance, and the veil of the cover-

ing which is over the nations of the

earth is measurably over the Latter-day

Saints. The same unrighteous princi-

ples, which becloud the minds of men

universally, more or less becloud the

minds of the Latter-day Saints. Though

the veil is partially broken to the Saints,

though it becomes thin, as it were, and

the twilight appears like the dawning

of the day, yet we may travel for many

years before the sunshine appears. It

does not yet appear to this people, they

are merely in the twilight.

As one expressed it in ancient times,

"We see through a glass, darkly"—

through a smoked or dim glass—through

which we cannot behold objects clearly

with the natural eye.

We have not faith sufficient to have

revelation, to have the visions of eternity

opened unto us so clearly that we may

see things as they are, consequently, we

have to live by faith and not by sight.

We have to live by the principles of the

Gospel, which is faith in the heart and

obedience to its requirements. It is our

joy and salvation that we have this priv-

ilege.

If we could understand the nature


