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of the Priesthood—could comprehend it

fully, this people, as a community, the

Elders, as Elders of Israel, quorums, as

quorums, when they present themselves

before the Lord, would possess keys to

unlock the treasury of heaven, and we

could receive as one person receives from

another. To us, as a people, the keys of

the rich storehouse of the Lord are com-

mitted, yet we do not fully know how to

unlock and receive. We receive a little

here and there, and the hearts of the peo-

ple are comforted by the very Priesthood

we are in possession of, which has been

given to this people for the express pur-

pose of their receiving that which God

has given them, though not yet to pos-

sess it independently, but as means for

trial.

This Priesthood is given to the people,

and the keys thereof, and, when prop-

erly understood, they may actually un-

lock the treasury of the Lord, and receive

to their fullest satisfaction. But through

our own weaknesses, through the frailty

of human nature, we are not yet capable

of doing so.

We have to humble ourselves and be-

come like little children in our feelings—

to become humble and childlike in spirit,

in order to receive the first illumina-

tions of the spirit of the Gospel, then

we have the privilege of growing, of in-

creasing in knowledge, in wisdom, and

in understanding. This is a great privi-

lege, while the world, excepting this peo-

ple who inhabit these valleys, and those

that are associated with us in different

parts of the earth, are destitute of this

principle and privilege. Still, many of us,

and I may say comparatively all of us,

are upon the same ground, situated pre-

cisely like other professors of religion, in

order that we may struggle, wrestle, and

strive, until the Lord bursts the veil and

suffers us to behold His glory, or a por-

tion of it.

If we did fully understand the prin-

ciples of the Gospel—the keys of the

Priesthood, it would be familiar with us,

and be easy to be understood and to

act upon and perform, and be no more

of a miracle to know how to receive

the things of God by revelation, than it

is now a miracle to cast seed into the

ground, after it is prepared, and reap our

crops.

An individual who holds a share in

the Priesthood, and continues faithful to

his calling, who delights himself contin-

ually in doing the things God requires

at his hands, and continues through life

in the performance of every duty, will

secure to himself not only the privilege

of receiving, but the knowledge how to

receive the things of God, that he may

know the mind of God continually; and

he will be enabled to discern between

right and wrong, between the things of

God and the things that are not of God.

And the Priesthood—the Spirit that is

within him, will continue to increase un-

til it becomes like a fountain of living wa-

ter; until it is like the tree of life; until

it is one continued source of intelligence

and instruction to that individual.

This is one of the most glorious and

happy principles that can be set before

any people, or any individual who will

be faithful to his God and to his reli-

gion. Upon whoever are bestowed the

keys of the eternal Priesthood, by a faith-

ful life, will secure to themselves power

to see the things of God, and will under-

stand them as plainly as they ever un-

derstood anything by gazing upon it with

their natural eyes, or as clearly as they

ever could distinguish one object from

another by their sensations.

It is the privilege of every person

who is faithful to the priesthood, who

can overcome the enemy, thwart the de-

sign of death, or him that hath the

power of it, to live upon the earth

until their appointed time; and they

may know, see, and understand, by


