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to the light given to them, so is the dark-

ness that comes upon them to try them.

Are you going to apostatize when you

are in darkness? That is the time to

stand firm. I know there are some peo-

ple right in our midst, only about on a

par with good Quakers; say they, "I pray

when I feel like it." Have you prayers in

your families? "Yes, sometimes, but I do

not always feel like praying, and then I

feel as though it would be a sin."

Let me tell you how you should do.

If you feel that you are tempted not to

open your mouth to the Lord, and as

though the heavens are brass over your

heads and the earth iron beneath your

feet, and that everything is closed up,

and you feel that it would be a sin for

you to pray, then walk up to the devil

and say, Mr. Devil, get out of my way;

and if you feel that you cannot get down

upon your knees for fear you will swear,

say, get down knees; and if they don't

feel right when they are down, put some-

thing under them, some sharp sticks, for

instance, and say, knees come to it. "But

I dare not open my mouth," says one, "for

fear that I shall swear." Then say, open,

mouth, and now tongue, begin. Cannot

I say Father? Yes, I can: I learned that

in the days of my youth. Suppose you

say, "Father, look in mercy upon me," do

you think the devil is going to snap you

up then? If he is still by, and you dare

not open your eyes for fear you will see

him, tell him to stand there until you

have done praying, and bring the body

to a state of submission.

I have taught you that the spirit is

pure, when it comes into the taberna-

cle. The tabernacle is subject to sin,

but the spirit is not. A great many

think that the spirits of the children

of men, when they enter the taber-

nacles, are totally depraved; this is

a mistake. They are as holy as the

angels; the devil has no power to con-

taminate them, he only contaminated

the bodies. When your spirit wishes to

worship the Father, and your body is so

full of weakness or wickedness, that you

feel as though you could not do it, go to

and bring your body into subjection; bow

the knee and confess that Jesus is the

Christ, if it is darker than 10,000 mid-

nights in your minds; say, "I am for the

Lord anyhow."

That makes me think of a great many

Christians in the world; when they are

sick and in trouble they will pray; if they

are in fear of starving to death for want

of food, of freezing through lack of rai-

ment or fuel, then they will call upon the

Lord. I know the old Prophet said, "In

the day of trouble they draw nigh unto

me." Get out, say I, in my feelings, in re-

gard to such a religion. When I am starv-

ing to death it is time for me to be dili-

gent in getting something to eat; when

the ship is in a storm, it is then time to

look out for the rigging. One may say,

"Are you not going down below to pray, in

this dreadful storm?" "No, I have no time

to pray now, I must take care of the ship."

So it should be with every Latter-day

Saint. By and by the storm is over, then

let us go down into the cabin and do up

our praying in fair weather. That is what

"Mormonism" teaches me; and when it is

dark as midnight darkness, when there

is not one particle of feeling in my heart

to pray, shall I then say, I will not pray?

No, but get down knees, bend yourselves

upon the floor, and mouth, open; tongue,

speak; and we will see what will come

forth, and you shall worship the Lord

God of Israel, even when you feel as

though you could not say a word in His

favor. That is the victory we have to gain;

that is the warfare we have to wage.

It is between the spirit and the body;

they are inseparably connected. The


