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Lord in that matter; all I have to do is to
concern myself with the things He requires
of me, for it is His right to pursue His own
way, and take His own time and course in
dealing with me. Can you gain a victory?
You can.

As I have told you, your spirit is con-
tinually warring with the flesh; your spirit
dictates one way, your flesh suggests an-
other, and this brings on the combat.
What are you to do? You must bring the
hands, the elbows, the feet, the tongue,
and all the organs of speech, and every
power of the body into subjection.

You must say that you will not swear, nor
say or do anything which is wrong. An Elder
was cut off from the Church here last Sunday
for swearing. What do I think of it? Time
and time again have I requested the High
Priests and Seventies to cut off such mem-
bers of their several quorums as will break
the Sabbath, and take the name of God in
vain. I say sever them from the tree, for these
loose and wicked characters hurt the tree.
They are like dry limbs, and have become
so decayed, that the moisture leaks through
them, and seeks its way into the heart of the
tree, and, by and by, if we do not cut away
such branches, the tree itself will die.

I often think that the High Priests and
Seventies dare not walk up strictly to this
duty, and I am disposed, at times, to imag-
ine that some of the presidents of those quo-
rums are guilty of such things themselves.

Bring the names of such men to this stand
and I will cut them off, if no other person
will, and ask no odds of the quorum, and
you will go in with me. Bring the names of
men who take the name of God in vain and
do wrong in any way, and I will not ask for a
High Council or Bishop’s Court to deliber-
ate on their case; I will sever them from the
tree of life, and ask them what they are going
to do about it. They will wither and die.
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You may try to make dead limbs grow
on the tree, but such a practice is a detri-
ment to the bearing of good fruit.

I want to talk a little more about the
witnesses. I am a witness—of what? I have
told it here and in Nauvoo. I know what I
am a witness of, and I know my Apostle-
ship. I am a witness that Joseph Smith was
a Prophet of God. What an uproar it would
make in the Christian world to say, I am an
Apostle of Joseph. Write it down, and write
it back to your friends in the east, that I
am an Apostle of Joseph Smith. He was a
man of God and had the revelations of Je-
sus Christ, and the words of Jesus Christ
to the people. He did build and establish
the kingdom of God on earth, and through
him the Lord Almighty again restored the
Priesthood to the children of men.

Brethren, I am a witness of that; not by
my laying hands on the sick and they be-
ing healed, nor by the revelations which
are given of him in the Bible, but by re-
ceiving the same Spirit and witness which
the ancients received; by the visions of the
heavens being opened to my mind; by my
understanding that which is revealed in
the Book of Mormon, and that which Jo-
seph revealed as comprised in the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants.

I am a witness that those are the revela-
tions of the Lord through Joseph Smith, in
this the last dispensation for the gathering
of the people; and all who reject my tes-
timony will go to hell, so sure as there is
one, no matter whether it be hot or cold;
they will incur the displeasure of the Fa-
ther and of the Son.

I am a witness of this; and all who will
hear the voice of the servants of God, pay
attention to what they say, and obey the
commandments given to the people, shall
receive a testimony and know that we tell
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