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of truth, while the world are receding from
the truth they once had; consequently, it
appears to the Elders, and to those who
go from the Saints into the world, that it
is growing wicked faster than it really is,
and the Elders do not always realize that
their advancement in truth produces much
of the appearance of the great distance be-
tween them and the world.

If many of this congregation knew, if
they had eyes to see, and ears to hear, they
would often be ashamed of their conduct,
when contrasted with all the light that has
been manifested in the Gospel of salvation
revealed to us. We have heard Joseph the
Prophet preach, have seen his face, and have
the revelations given through him, and the
manifestations of the Holy Spirit; we have
knowledge, we have the living oracles in
our midst, and with all this let me say to the
Latter-day Saints that they stand upon slip-
pery places. They do not all fully know the
paths they walk in, they do not all perfectly
understand their own ways and doings,
many do not altogether realize their own
weaknesses, do not understand the power
of the devil and how liable they are to be
decoyed one hair’s breadth, to begin with,
from the line of truth. They are first drawn
by a fine line, in a little time it becomes a
cord, it soon increases to a strong rope, and
from that to a cable; thus it grows from the
size of a spider’s web, in comparison.

Let a Saint diverge from the path of
truth and rectitude, in the least, no mat-
ter in what, it may be in a deal with his
neighbor, in lusting after that which is not
in his possession, in neglecting his duty,
in having an overanxiety for something he
should not be anxious about, in being a
little distrustful with regard to the provi-
dences of God, in entertaining a misgiv-
ing in his heart and feeling with regard to
the hand of the Lord towards him,
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and his mind will begin to be dark-
ened.

Brother Amasa Lyman has just observed,
that some say, “I suppose we must ac-
knowledge the hand of God in all things.”
There is no supposition with as me to that
matter, we can do as we please about it;
but we have to confess or be chastised until
we know and understand how things are,
and realize that the Lord God is with us,
in our midst and around about us, by His
angels, by His Spirit, and by His eye which
searches and researches our hearts. If He is
not here in person, He is conversant with
our actions, and scans every thought of our
hearts and every action of our lives. He is
in our midst, and we might as well begin to
think about it first as last.

If there is a misgiving in the heart with
regard to confidence in our God, do you
not see that there is a chance for one to slide
a hair’s breadth from the truth? This gives
power to the enemy, and if we are decoyed
in the least from the path of duty, do you
not perceive that it produces darkness? Do
you not understand that, in your experience?
Yes, every Saint does. If you become dark, do
you not know that the enemy has still greater
power to decoy you further from the path?
Then how soon the people would go to de-
struction, how soon they would go to ruin!

I will tell you what this people need,
with regard to preaching; you need, figu-
ratively, to have it rain pitchforks, tines
downwards, from this pulpit, Sunday af-
ter Sunday. Instead of the smooth, beauti-
ful, sweet, still, silk-velvet-lipped preach-
ing, you should have sermons like peals of
thunder, and perhaps we then can get the
scales from our eyes. This style is necessary
in order to save many of this people. Give
them smooth preaching, and let them
glide along in their own desires and wishes,
and they will follow after the traditions of
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