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ELDERS CALLED TO GO ON MISSIONS—EXISTENCE OF GOOD
AND EVIL SPIRITS, AND OF HOLY ANGELS
A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT HEBER C. KIMBALL, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, MARCH 2, 1856
Recorded by G. D. Watt

I wish you to understand and observe
what brother Brigham taught here this
forenoon. I can say, from knowledge and
experience, that every word was true, and,
in my humble opinion, he truthfully por-
trayed the situation in which this people
are at the present time, that is, in a care-
less, stupid condition. I know this from
my own feelings, when I stand before
this congregation. If you were filled with
light, even the light of Christ, I know
that I should be constantly inspired by
the Holy Ghost, to speak according to
the light which is in this people. But it is
not so, therefore there is a hindrance to
bringing forth light and truth, much more
abundantly than they are presented.

The present is a peculiar time, many
people are frightened at their condition,
and we discover that it is almost univer-
sally so; it is tight times. Am I sorry? No, I
have never seen anything transpire in these
valleys that has given me more satisfaction
than do the times that we now see. If you
will reflect for one moment, you will re-
member that the scenery we are now pass-
ing through was predicted more than three
years past. If this people had observed
the counsel that was given to them from
time to time, would any of you have been
placed in the straightened circumstances
you are in this day? No, you would not.

When brother Brigham and my-
self, with a hundred and forty-one men,
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came into this valley nearly nine years ago,
he proclaimed the propriety of this people
laying up their grain for a time to come, a
time or scarcity, and a time has come. He
said there would be a time when it would
be one of the greatest temporal blessings,
for this people to have wheat in their store-
houses.

You have been warned beforehand,
and that by revelation from God through
Joseph Smith, and afterward through
brother Brigham who is our Prophet, you
have been warned, time and time again,
to take care of your grain. In future build
yourselves good storehouses and save your
grain for a time of famine, and sickness,
and death upon the nations of the wicked,
to get rid of the evil doers. I have noticed
those predictions, I have reflected upon
them ever since they were told us.

There will not many calamities come
upon the nations of the earth, until this
people first feel their effects, and when
hard times commence they will begin at
the house of God, and if there is any house
of God on the earth, where is it? It is here,
is it not? It is where the people have assem-
bled together according to the command-
ments of the Almighty. We have got to
feel the effects of these things, and if we do
so patiently it will be good for us. No seri-
ous loss or injury will arise from calamities,
if we do as we are told.

Take this people as a people,
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