ELDERS CALLED TO GO ON MISSIONS, ETC.

to someone who holds the keys in connec-
tion with them. Perhaps there are some
who do not believe much in spirits, but
I know that they exist and visit the earth,
and I will tell you how and why I know it.

When I was in England, brother Geo.
D. Watt was the first man baptized, and
his mother was baptized directly after he
was. The night previous to my going for-
ward to baptize brother Watt and eight
others, I had a vision, as old father Baker
used to say, “of the infernal world.” I saw
legions of wicked spirits that night, as plain
as I now see you, and they came as near
to me as you now are, and company after
company of them rushed towards me; and
brother Hyde and brother Richards also
saw them. It was near the break of day, and
I looked upon them as I now look upon
you. They came when I was laying hands
upon brother Russell, the wicked spirits
got him to the door of the room, I did not
see them till after that took place, and soon
afterwards I lay prostrate upon the floor.
That was in England, pious England, in
the little town of Preston, at the corner of
Wilford Street, and they struggled and ex-
erted all their power and influence. That
was the first introduction of the Gospel
into England, and I was shown those spir-
its as plainly as ever I saw anything. I was
thinking of that circumstance while broth-
er Brigham was speaking this morning, and
I was thinking that those spirits were just
as much on hand to perplex this people as
they were on hand there. I saw their hands,
their eyes, and every feature of their faces,
the hair on their heads, and their ears, in
short they had full-formed bodies.

If evil spirits could come to me,
cannot ministering spirits and angels
also come from God? Of course they
can, and there are thousands of
them, and I wish you to understand
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this, and that they can rush as an army go-
ing to battle, for the evil spirits came upon
me and brother Hyde in that way. There
is one circumstance in the visit of those
evil spirits, that I would not tell if brother
Hyde had not often told it himself; they
spoke and said to brother Hyde, “We have
nothing against you,” no, but I was the lad
that they were after. I mention this to show
that the devil is an enemy to me, he is also
an enemy to brother Brigham, to brother
Jedediah, to the Twelve, and to every righ-
teous man. When brother Benson goes to
the old country he will find hosts of evil
spirits, and he will know more about the
devil than he ever did before. The spirits of
the wicked, who have died for thousands
of years past, are at war with the Saints of
God upon the earth. Do I ever pray that
I may see them again? No, I do not. We
had prayed all day, and almost all night,
that we might have power to establish the
Gospel in England. Previous to this, Mr.
Fielding, a clergyman, came and forbid
my baptizing those persons who had come
forward. Said I, sir, they are of age, and I
shall baptize them, if they wish for it, and I
baptized nine. The next morning I was so
weak that I could scarcely stand, so great
was the effect that those spirits had upon
me. | wrote a few words to my wife about
the matter, and brother Joseph called upon
her for the letter and said, “It was a choice
jewel, and a testimony that the Gospel was
planted in a strange land.”

When I returned home I called upon
brother Joseph, and we walked down the
bank of the river. He there told me what
contests he had had with the devil; he told
me that he had contests with the devil,
face to face. He also told me how he

was handled and afflicted by the devil,

and said, he had known circumstances
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