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the spirits, and I saw who were there.

It is a shame for men to be found loaf-

ing about in such places, where there is

contention, and quarrelling, and every

stratagem that can be used to deceive

juries and witnesses, and lying before

them with all the grace and sanctity of a

Saint, pretending to be one. Such a place

is darker to me than midnight darkness.

There is not a jury which has occu-

pied seats in that courthouse that com-

prehends the full scope of truth; they are

put there and then their minds are be-

clouded, dust is thrown into their eyes,

and they do not fully know truth from er-

ror, light from darkness, what is of God

from what is not of God.

As I have already said, a lawyer com-

menced his plea yesterday, by appealing

to high heaven to witness his honesty

before the jury, and this he did to de-

coy their feelings, to throw them off their

guard, and in all this he was true to his

client, in accordance with the approved

mode of the Gentiles. He has been a

Gentile lawyer for many years before he

entered this Church, and therefore I do

not think that he really merits such se-

vere censure as he otherwise would for

taking the Gentile shoot so faithfully, as

the strong power of tradition and habit

still enfolds him. Instead of setting be-

fore the jury the true merits of the case,

and nothing else, he never touched upon

them, but avoided them at every turn

and threw dust in their eyes, that they

might give an unrighteous decision.

Elders of Israel also throng such

a place, and that too when no spirit

reigns there but the devil's spirit, and

unless enough righteous Elders go in

to purify the atmosphere and overbal-

ance the power of evil, you can get

nothing from that den but the princi-

ples of hell. There is not a righteous

person, in this community, who will

have difficulties that cannot be settled

by arbitrators, the Bishop's Court, the

High Council, or by the 12 Referees (as

provided in Resolution No. 4, page 390

of Utah Laws), far better and more satis-

factorily than to contend with each other

in law courts, which directly tends to de-

stroy the best interests of the commu-

nity, and to lead scores of men away from

their duties, as good and industrious citi-

zens. Take from one to two hundred men

and detain them in a courtroom week af-

ter week, just look at it!! How many men

have been detained at that courthouse

during the past week? Will a hundred

fill the number? No. Will the time of one

hundred and fifty men, for the past six

days, indemnify this community for the

wasted time that has been spent there

in trying to decide one case, that any

boy 15 years old, possessed of good com-

mon sense, and having the spirit of truth

within him, could have decided in one

hour? I tell you that the time of one hun-

dred and fifty men, for six days, will not

supply the loss to this community which

has been incurred to satisfy the lustful,

wicked, cursed, hellish appetites of pro-

fessed brethren, in striving to cheat their

neighbors, by employing lawyers to de-

ceive or lie for them, which are synony-

mous terms in the eyes of justice, and by

bringing in witnesses to screen the guilty

and deceive a jury, whereby they are li-

able to give a wrong verdict.

I am making these remarks for your

benefit, if you will be benefited by them.

I tell you that a cricket war, a grasshop-

per war, or an Indian war, would not be-

gin to be so direful as what you would

have to pass through, were it not for your

ignorance. If you are willfully ignorant

you will have to feel the lash, but if you

are innocently ignorant, and do the best

you know how, you may be excused.

Does the Lord love your conduct

when you drag each other before the


