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interest in it, and should not you have an

interest in it? Yes, just as much as they,

and have more need to exert yourselves,

if you are indebted to it.

To say nothing of indebtedness to the

Fund, there is not a man or woman that

professes to be a member in this Church,

but what should be just as much in-

terested and as diligent in this matter,

as are brother Brigham, brother Heber,

brother Grant, or the Twelve Apostles.

Do you feel so? To all appearance you

do not, apparently the most you care for

is your bread and meat.

As to the circumstances under which

we are placed, I do not particularly care,

all I care about them is the extra care

and labor they bring upon me, for I have

to keep on the trot to wait on the people

who come to me for flour and meal, and

for this and that.

Do they come from the Ward I live in?

No, they come from different Wards, and

some come to beg, some to buy, and some

to exchange.

I wish that these matters could be at-

tended to in the Wards where they be-

long. Let each one take what provision

he can spare, from time to time, whether

little or much, to the Bishop of his Ward,

and let that Bishop and his helps make

a righteous distribution of that food.

I do not wish to be placed under the

necessity of administering to the wants

of so many, in addition to the large num-

ber I have to provide for, neither does

brother Brigham; it is too onerous a bur-

den, and we have not the provisions.

Some may think that there is a

great supply of wheat, corn, barley,

&c., now in the Tithing Office. I

was there myself, two or three weeks

ago, and I asked brother Hill to show

me all the grain there, and the whole

amount would not exceed six hundred

bushels. How long will it take to feed

that out? I deal out over one thousand

pounds every week, and sometimes over

fourteen hundred pounds.

What toll has been taken at my mill

during the last seven months? Not to

exceed one bushel a day, on account of

the want of water, and that does not pay

the miller. Brother Brigham's mill does

not have more than one-quarter or one-

third the grain it can grind, and he has

hundreds of persons to support. He has

enough to do and to think of, to kill any

man under God's heaven, unless he was

supported and upheld by an Almighty

power.

What are my cares? I said some-

time since, that my immediate family

consisted of seventy-nine persons, which

I feed, clothe, and shelter, and I furnish

thirteen fires all the time. This care and

expense should be borne by the Church,

and I, left free to attend to the labors

more directly pertaining to the Priest-

hood. But, as it is, I now assist many, be-

sides entirely supporting my large fam-

ily. I feed widows and their families, who

do not belong to me any more than they

belong to you.

Has brother Brigham got a heavier

load than I have? Yes, he feeds his

hundreds, besides aiding other hundreds

who do not directly belong to his family.

I wish you Bishops to take some of

these loads. I sometimes feel as though I

could not live, still I get along with those

I am obliged to feed. There is not a mem-

ber in my family, with the exception of

my first wife and my first children, who

have ever begun to see the hard times

that I have seen.

In my younger days I have seen

the time when, for two weeks together,

we were under the necessity of eating

boiled milkweeds, and that too with-


