
out having to salt them. Have any of you 
come to that yet?

I have seen the time in Nauvoo, the last 
time I went to England, when I could sit 
down with my family and eat all we had in 
the house, and then not have half enough. 
I never was so poor in my life as I was 
then, and I was sickly and afflicted. Was I 
happy? Yes, just as happy as I am now, and 
just as comfortable in my feelings.

I always felt as thankful when I had not 
anything as when I had plenty; I feel as 
thankful with a little as I do with ever so 
much.

But I have heard some people say, that 
they could not ask God to bless a johnny-
cake, and feel thankful for it. I could men-
tion many such characters, people who are 
never thankful, only when they have an 
abundance. I am thankful when I have a 
little; I am thankful now, and I never was 
more so than I am this day, for there is a 
prospect of some people learning a lesson, 
though I doubt very much whether all will.

Does it make all humble? No, for many 
are calculating to start for California di-
rectly. Thank God for that, not a soul of 
them will cause me to shed a tear at their 
leaving, not even if they were members of 
my own family. Inasmuch as they wish to 
go, go, say I, off with you, there are plenty 
more where you grew. But when you go, 
do not steal what few cattle we have left.

Brother Erastus Snow, while in the 
States, borrowed money to assist the P. 
E. Fund Company. I have some property 
close to my house, on the west side of the 
street, five, six, or seven thousand dollars 
worth, that I will let any of you have for 
drafts against the Fund. I also have two 
farms and some cattle that I will dispose 
of for the same kind of pay, and the farms 
have as good soil as you will find in the 
Territory.

I do not wish to let you have my sheep, 
for I am determined that my family shall 
make their own clothing. I am going to 
organize a domestic manufacturing com-
pany, in my own family; we are going to 
make up our own clothing and attend to 
our own business. Let us do this in every 
family throughout this City, and through-
out this Territory.

It is necessary for us to take a course, 
to put ourselves into a situation where we 
may be as independent in our sphere of 
action, as God is in His. You have heard 
brother Brigham say, a thousand times, 
that there is nothing we wear, eat, or 
drink, but what is in the elements around 
us. It is for us to take these elements and 
organize them, and put them into a condi-
tion in which we can use them.

I know that there are a great many good 
people here; the jewels of the earth are in 
this congregation, and in different parts of 
this Territory; they are jewels of the earth, 
both male and female. Some of the meanest 
of people are here also; on natural principles 
there must needs be an opposition.

A company of men was selected to go to 
Las Vegas to strengthen up that settlement, 
and I understand that other men were get-
ting up companies for other purposes.

We wish those who are appointed to go 
to Las Vegas, to Green River, and to other 
places, to go where they are appointed, and 
nowhere else, and not to listen to any man 
on earth who would influence them to go 
somewhere else, unless they are dictated to 
take a different course by the President of 
this Church.

Thomas S. Williams is getting up a 
company to go on an exploring excursion; 
he proposed doing so, and brother Brigham 
told him to act his own pleasure. It is his 
own individual proposal and affair, and not 
an appointment by the authorities of this

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES252

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   252JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd   252 5/13/20   8:49 PM5/13/20   8:49 PM


