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comfort and credit of this community,

that the Latter-day Saints are indeed im-

proving.

Do you hear of any difficulty among

those long tried and proven, or among

that portion of younger members who

are thoroughly imbued with the princi-

ples of the Gospel? Rarely.

You seldom find persons who have

been reared in this Church, or who were

very young when their parents came

into the Church, creating any difficul-

ties. They grow into the truth; they

understand those principles which are

taught; they know the very foundation

and essence of the Gospel, they are

schooled in the first rudiments of the ed-

ucation of the Saints—in those princi-

ples which are designed for the people

in their childhood, while learning the sci-

ence of government.

These principles seem to be lost to

the world, judging by their present op-

erations. Bother Vernon beautifully por-

trayed this fact. The principle of cor-

rect government seems to be lost by the

world, seems to be taken from the na-

tions.

The very rudiments of the Gospel of

our salvation teach the principles best

adapted to control the child, and if so, of

course, best designed to guide his steps

when he has advanced further in life.

And if best for instruction in the govern-

ment of one, they must be for that of two,

and if for that of two, then they must

needs be for that of a family, of a neigh-

borhood, of a nation, and of the whole

earth.

No man ever did, or ever will rule

judiciously on this earth, with honor to

himself and glory to his God unless he

first learn to rule and control himself. A

man must first learn to rightly rule him-

self, before his knowledge can be fully

brought to bear for the correct govern-

ment of a family, a neighborhood, or na-

tion, over which it is his lot to preside.

Is the spirit of the government and

rule here despotic? In their use of the

word, some may deem it so. It lays the

ax at the root of the tree of sin and in-

iquity; judgment is dealt out against the

transgression of the law of God.

If that is despotism, then the policy of

this people may be deemed despotic. But

does not the government of God, as ad-

ministered here, give to every person his

rights? Does it not sustain the Methodist

as well as the "Mormon?" The Quaker

equally as well as the Methodist, in his

religious rights? The Jew as well as the

Gentile? It does. It will sustain all the

religions, sects, and parties on the earth

in their religious rights, just as much

as it will sustain the Latter-day Saints

in theirs. Not that the diverse creeds

are right, but the agency of the believers

therein demands protection for them, as

well as for us.

The law of God is pointed against

sin and iniquity, and where they ap-

pear it is unbending in its nature and

must, sooner or later, hold sovereign rule

against them, or righteousness could

never prevail.

Do we not see this exemplified in a

portion of sacred history? When there

was rebellion in heaven, judgment was

laid to the line and righteousness to the

plummet, and the evil were cast out.

Yet there was a portion of grace allot-

ted to those rebellious characters, or they

would have been sent to their native ele-

ment.

But they must go from heaven, they

could not dwell there, they must be cast

down to the earth to try the sons of men,

and to perform their labor in producing

an opposite in all things, that the inhab-

itants of the earth might have the priv-

ilege of improving upon the intelligence

given to them, the opportunity for over-

coming evil, and for learning the prin-

ciples which govern eternity, that they

may be exalted therein.

I know that this people are


