DIFFICULTIES, ETC.

improving, notwithstanding we have trials
and are called to pass through difficulties,
and have to endure a season of scarcity.

I tell you honestly that I do not know
when I have been more thankful, in all my
life, than I have to see the pinching hand
of want compel every man and woman to
pray to God our Father, to give us day by
day our daily bread.

It makes me happy, inasmuch as the
people will not otherwise understand that
the Lord does feed them. In years of plenty
their understandings seemed closed to this
fact, they did not appear to realize that the
Lord made the earth fruitful, and caused it
to yield its fruit bountifully.

And while our flocks and herds were in-
creasing upon the mountains and plains,
the eyes of the people seemed closed to the
operations of the invisible hand of Provi-
dence, and they were prone to say, “It is
our own handiwork, it is our labor that has
performed this.”

The people are so blinded, when they
are prospered, that they do not realize that
it is all due to the direct providence of that
God who is truly invisible to the world,
but whose operations should not be unac-
knowledged by this people.

It seems to be so interwoven with our
nature, while we are blessed and surround-
ed with all the comforts of the earth, to
forget that the Lord furnishes these things
to us. Then I say that I rejoice, when the
Lord brings us into circumstances calculat-
ed to make us aware that if we are fed it is
Him that feeds us, that if we are clothed it
is Him that clothes us, for we cannot do it
ourselves, that if we get bread to eat, from
this until harvest, it must be the hand of
the Lord that furnishes it, for of ourselves
we cannot obtain it.

I am glad to see you brought into a
state where you may begin to think
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and realize from whence your blessings
flow. The Lord rules and reigns.

If we could see and understand things as
they are, we would understand that there
is not a king upon his throne, that there
never has been from the forming of the
earth to this time, without the Lord bring-
ing about the circumstances which placed
that king in that position. There never was
one dethroned, without the Lord moving
the circumstances to cause it.

There never was a nation built up
and prospered, except by the hand of the
Almighty, and there never was a nation
crushed and brought to naught, without
its being done by the generalship—the in-
visible workings of Providence.

The ancient proverb reads, “Whom the
gods would destroy, they first make mad,”
and it is written that the Lord will destroy
the wicked, and He has done so by bring-
ing about circumstances to cause them to
destroy themselves.

Do you suppose that the Lord would
have ever given a king to Israel, if they had
not required one at His hands? No, He
would have been their king and ruler, and
there would have been a Prophet to guide
them, had it not been for their rebellion.
They made choice of a king, and God gave
them one in His anger.

Their rebellion against the law, the
agency given to them allowing their free
choice, induced them to ask for a king,
and God gave them one.

Was it the Lord’s choice that they
should have an earthly king? No, it was
not His mind and will, but it was the will
of the people, consequently, He brought
about circumstances to give them kings
and rulers, according to their desire, and
to bring judgments upon them.

The Prophet Joseph has been re-
ferred to, and his prophecy that this
people would leave Nauvoo and
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