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of the Almighty? They may as well un-

dertake to blot out the sun. I am in the

hands of that God, so is the President

of our nation, and so are kings, and em-

perors, and all rulers. He controls the

destiny of all, and what are you and I

going to do about it? Let us submit to

Him, that we may share in this invisible,

almighty, Godlike power, which is the ev-

erlasting Priesthood. We cannot thwart

the plans and purposes of the Almighty.

Do the world comprehend that if this

people are faithful to God, they will be-

come a mighty people? No. It has been

leaked out, to a few individuals, that the

government of the United States is going

to send troops here to drive out the "Mor-

mons." I say to such threateners, cease

your folly, for you can only do as God per-

mits you.

When certain immaculate judges

went from here, they were going to oblit-

erate "Mormonism." What did they ac-

complish? They did all they could, and,

like an empty sound, their vaporings

passed away and are known no more,

neither are those judges known. Where

is Mr. Brandenbury? Is he seated in

the President's chair, under the wings

which shadow this nation? Does he con-

trol the strength and power of any part of

the American Union? Where is he? The

last we heard of him he was in Washing-

ton, doing a little writing for this, that,

and the other lawyer, when he could get

any to do, and attending to cases as a

lawyer, when he could get a few dollars

for transacting a little business of that

kind, for this or that man; running from

office to office, and from pillar to post, to

obtain a living. He is a tolerably good

man, after all; and, if he had done as

I counseled him, he would have stayed

here, and let that other judge go. Mr.

Brandenbury was a good sort of a man,

he never had any difficulty with me, and

would have done well, if he had only had

sense enough to know that he could not

obliterate "Mormonism." But he thought

that his associate was going to blow the

advocates of truth out of existence, when

he might as well blow towards the sun to

puff it out.

When men operate against this peo-

ple, they may spend all they possess and

all their ability, and it will pass away like

an empty sound, and they will be for-

gotten. Such persons have always come

to naught, and all who fight against the

people of the Most High will continue to

come to naught.

Who that has lifted his heel against

Joseph has ever prospered, from the day

he found the plates, from which the Book

of Mormon was translated, until now?

No man. So it will be with all others who

leave this community thinking to injure

them. Show me the priest, the church,

the people, the state, or nation, that will

prosper in lifting the heel against the

kingdom of God, which is built up upon

the earth. They cannot prosper in such a

course. Do not be fearful, brethren, you

and I will live here just as long as the

Lord wishes us to. If I have fears about

anything, it is that you and I will not

live our religion; if we do this I am at

the defiance of all the wicked. I some-

times become excited when I talk about

them, and so do my brethren. Why? Be-

cause we are made of flesh, blood, and

bones, like other men, and sometimes

our feelings are warm, when we think

about the conduct of our enemies. But

what do the pure principles of the Gospel

teach us? "Be still, and know that I am

God, that I rule in the heavens above,

and perform my pleasure on the earth,

and that I turn the hearts of the chil-

dren of men, as the rivers of water are

turned." He asks no odds of anybody.

Who does He call upon to counsel Him,

to dictate Him in the affairs of His rule

on the earth? He is the Father, God,


