
Brigham says, inside and outside, will 
have houses and lands, wives, and chil-
dren. They are the ones who will enjoy 
those blessings, sooner or later, and do 
not you thank the Lord for it? Those who 
live upon this land, or any other that God 
gives to His people, have peculiar promises 
made to them. Then do not pollute this 
land, nor pollute yourselves or your fellow 
creatures, but let us keep ourselves pure 
and clean, and do as we would wish to be 
dealt with ourselves. Deal honorably with 
your brethren, and if you have wronged 
any person, even of a pin, make proper res-
titution. If you will cultivate yourselves in 
this way, not even daring to take a pin or 
a needle which is not your own, you will 
have a spirit of doing right in all things. 
If a person will cheat you out of a pin, 
he will out of a darning needle, and then 
out of our dimes and dollars. Why does 
not every person live up to the principles 
of right and justice? Jesus says, “Do unto 
all men as you would have all men to do 
unto you.” If you have wrongfully taken 
anything, restore it, whether it be little or 
much, and sin no more. I pray for the day 
to come when the principles of restoration 
will be carried out to the letter.

I was talking with brother Brigham yes-
terday about the crops, and he feels that 
the Lord is about to try this people. Why 
is this? It is to chastise this people, that 
they may learn to give heed to counsel.

When I see a prospect for scarcity of food 
stare me in the face, I feel as well as ever I 
did in my life, and if I was obliged to see 
either the Saints or the food cut off, I would 
say let the bread perish and the Saints be 
preserved; yes, I would pray for this every 
time. And my prayer to God is, that He 
will let the fanning mill blow, until it blows 
out the chaff, that nothing but the pure ar-
ticle may remain. As for my regretting the

loss of the crops, I do not one particle; and 
as for you, you have been told for years, to 
save your wheat, corn, oats, and all other 
products, and to increase your stock upon 
the mountains. You were told that there 
was a time coming when they would be 
wanted. Much grain has been wasted and 
destroyed, much sold at a very low price to 
feed horses and mules. Brother Brigham, in 
the beginning, offered a dollar and a half a 
bushel for all the wheat that people wished 
to sell, but many sold their grain to others 
for a dollar and a quarter, lest the tithing 
should be required if they sold to him.

I will tell you a dream which brother 
Kesler had lately. He dreamed that there 
was a sack of gold and a cat placed before 
him, and that he had the privilege of tak-
ing which he pleased, whereupon he took 
the cat, and walked off with her. Why did 
he take the cat in preference to the gold? 
Because he could eat the cat, but could 
not eat the gold. You may see about such 
times before you die. I wish to speak of 
these things while they are present with 
us, and I wish I could impress them upon 
your minds. The first season that we came 
here, I recollect that brother Brigham pro-
claimed the policy of our laying up grain, 
and told us to lay up a seven years’ supply, 
and prepare for a famine. If our crops are 
now cut off, it will be one of the best things 
that has happened to this Church. When 
a servant of God counsels you, it is your 
duty to hear and obey his words. I am fully 
aware that the world do not like the idea of 
one man ruling this entire people with his 
word, but I would not give one farthing for 
this community if they could not be gov-
erned by one man, beloved and chosen of 
the Lord. You have no salvation only what 
you get through that source, and every true 
hearted Latter-day Saint believes so.

Our crops are almost entirely de-
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