
THOSE SAINTS, ETC. 263

stroyed, and what good will that do? It

will bring us into a position where we

can appreciate the blessings of Provi-

dence. Brother Brigham says, that he

does not fear earth, hell, nor the devil,

if this people will do as they are told,

and listen to counsel. Do you suppose

that the world could ever come through

our bulwarks, if this people were to obey

counsel? No, they could not. We gener-

ally proclaim what is about to take place,

and we tell them that sore judgments

are about to fall upon the nations of the

earth, but they will not believe us. If you

believe us, you will be able to escape.

Dr. Bernhisel has just remarked, that

he thought the cat was let out of the

bag, when plurality was preached, but I

suppose that he did not happen to think

that the cat might have kittens, and the

kittens grow to be cats, and thus in-

crease to a vast number. Revelations

of principles, of one truth after another,

will come forth until the work of God

is accomplished on the earth. We have

to press forward under the banner of

Christ, and the more faithful we are the

sterner will be the warfare. When I re-

lated to brother Joseph the view I had of

certain evil spirits in England, he said,

that the closer we observe the celestial

law, the more opposition we shall meet.

These are my feelings, and I should feel

better if you would all hearken to the

counsel given, from time to time, from

this stand.

We are a good people, and we

shall eventually triumph over wicked-

ness and prosper, and be built up in

the truth. The Lord our God will con-

sider our cause and have mercy upon us;

and if we do taste of hardships, does it

not read that judgment shall begin at the

house of God? If the Lord lets us taste of

the cup when there is no milk in it, what

does it matter? We may just as well do

it now as at any other time. Why bless

you, this people will live and look bet-

ter without bread than the wicked can

with it. If we are to have chastenings,

I say, Father let them come, and I will

do my best to endure them and profit

thereby. But when those times come,

you will see a great many murmurers

and grumblers, and they will hunt up

their filth and rubbish to circulate about

the Saints of God, and never go off so

long as they have enough to fill their bel-

lies. The Lord blesses those who bless

His servants, and keep His command-

ments. If we all do this, we shall have

good times, we shall be blessed, and will

not be required to shed man's blood, if we

do right. Have I ever seen the day, when

I felt like shedding blood? No, never in

my life; I always wished that I might not

be called upon to do it. Though I will say

that once in Nauvoo I was sorry when

peace was declared, for I had got pretty

well warmed up through the oppression

of the ungodly, and I really felt like fight-

ing.

Because outsiders come here and say

that we are foolish for being led by one

man, does that make us so? That man

and that woman that are not willing to

be led by one man, I wish would clear

out, for we can get along without them.

God bless you and help you to be faith-

ful. I ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.


