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judgment, and the spirit in me dictates this
course, not to speak merely to gratify those
who prefer to hear pleasing, delightful dis-
courses, which sound smoothly to the ear
and lull the hearers to sleep.

What we have heard from brother Frost
this morning is that which I am upon all
the time, it was practical religion. Suppose
we should actually enjoy the light of truth,
to such a degree that we could always fore-
know important events—that we had the
spirit of prophecy insomuch that we could
foresee our future destiny, would we not
lay a foundation to secure our best inter-
ests? We most certainly would. It would
be the constant aim of our daily conduct,
to secure to ourselves and our families that
happiness and comfort which we desire.

Is it possible for us to do this? It is.
There are many who do not know and
understand for themselves. Now let each
person of that class ask himself this ques-
tion—“Even though I do not know and
understand for myself, is it reasonable that
I should have confidence in those who do?”
and, through the weakness and blindness
of fallen nature, he would answer, “No.”
Still it would be best could it be so, for
those who are blinded to their own interest
to have confidence in those who do know
and understand what is for their good, to
trust in them, take their counsel, and do
in all things as they are told. But, no; the
spirit of apostasy, the neglect of duty, tend
to cast a veil over the minds of people, and
when they cannot see and understand for
themselves, they say, “I think I know as
well how to dictate my own affairs as does
brother Brigham, or any other brother.”

They have no confidence in anybody,
and can have none in themselves, for they
do not know themselves. They do not com-
prehend their existence, and were it not that
they get tired, and wish to rest, they would

JOD Vol 3-LIVE.indd 273

scarcely realize that they had a body; and
when their stomachs become empty and
crave food, they are prompted, like the
brutes, to seek for something to eat. This
is the case with some in this congregation,
they have but little more idea of what they
are, who they are, and what will be their
future destiny, than has the stall-fed bull-
ock that is fatted for slaughter.

What is the matter with them? The
god of this world has blinded their minds,
they give way to selfishness, covetousness,
and divers other kinds of wickedness, suf-
fer the allurements of this world to decoy
them from the paths of truth, forget their
God, their religion, their covenants, and
the blessings they have received, and be-
come like beasts, made to be taken and de-
stroyed at the will of the destroyer.

This is the situation, not only of the
great majority of the world, but of many of
the inhabitants of these valleys; they have
no correct idea of the day of destruction,
the day of calamity; they have no realiza-
tion of the day of sorrow and retribution.
They put these things far away and do not
wish to think about them, but say, “Let us
eat, drink, and lay down and sleep, and
that is all we desire;” then like the brutes
they are happy. It never enters the hearts of
the mass of mankind that they are prepar-
ing for the day of calamity and slaughter.

This people have yet much to learn, even
the best of them. For one, I am aware that
I know enough to do right today, as also
do very many who are now before me. If
sin present itself to them they know what it
is, and know better than to give way to it. I
know that it is not right to do wrong, and so
do the most of the people, and all may and
should, as have all who have received the
spirit of the Gospel, and if this knowledge has
gone from them, it is because of transgression.

I have often referred to the wicked-
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