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can well be, so much so that it would

seem as though they never had sensed

moral instruction. They give way to

wickedness, and outrage the feelings of

those who are truly moral, yet in their

hearts they go all lengths for the king-

dom of God on the earth. They are will-

ing to stand in the front of the battle, to

go to the ends of the earth to preach the

Gospel, or to do anything they are called

upon to perform, yet, when you exam-

ine their morality, it highly outrages the

feelings of those who are strictly moral

and honest in all their ways. Do you be-

lieve this? Yes, and many of you know

it.

Many of our boys who play in the

streets, and use profane language, know

not what they are doing, but there are

old men, members of the High Priests'

Quorum, and of the High Council, who,

when they get into a difficulty in the

canyon and are perplexed, will get an-

gry and swear at, and curse everything

around them. I will insure that I can

find High Priests who conduct in this

manner. But on their way home their

feelings become mollified, and they wish

to plead with the Lord to forgive them.

Could you place yourselves in some of

our canyons, or in some other difficult

places, out of sight but within hearing,

and hear some of the brethren curse and

swear at their cattle and horses, you

would not have the least idea that they

had ever known anything about "Mor-

monism," but follow them home and you

may find them pleading with the Lord for

pardon. There are just such characters

in our midst. Do you think they should

be cut off from the Church? I think that

if the Presidents of Quorumswould chas-

tise them it might be beneficial, at any

rate it would not hurt them, and if that

will not do, disfellowship them, and let

them know that they must observe the

laws of this kingdom, or eventually be

cut off. If you do not wish to disfel-

lowship them, you who are without sin,

take such men into the canyon, where

they may bellow and bellow in vain, and

give them a good cowhiding, until they

will remember, and be ashamed of them-

selves when they take the name of God

in vain, or lie.

You may take this counsel spiritually

or temporally, just as you please. Such

characters ought to be whipped, so that

they would remember it to the day of

their death, and if they do not then stop

their lying, swearing, cursing, and pilfer-

ing, I will tell them that sooner or later

they will be cut off from the Church and

go to hell.

No unrighteous person, no person

who is filthy in their feelings will ever

enter into the kingdom of God. I know

that the inquiry is often made, "What

shall we do with such men?" I say chas-

tise them. I have reprimanded some of

the brethren severely, and made them

first-rate men; it brought them to their

senses. You may chastise them or

take any judicious course to bring them

to their senses, that they may know

whether they wish to be Saints or not.

If we continue to sin, if we continue

to neglect our duty and disobey counsel,

the light afflictions which have visited us

in these mountains are but as a drop to

a bucketful when compared with what

awaits us.

What a pity it is that men who do

not know how to govern themselves in

the kingdom of God, do not know enough

to observe the counsel of those who do

know. A pity it is that men and women

of mature age, but who have not got a

fair stock of good sense, do not know

how to control and apply what they do

know. Such persons do not know enough

to sit still and hear from others, but they

must always be indulging in their own

gabble; their tongues are like a flutter

wheel in rapid motion, and their chat-

ter flows in a continual stream. We have

men here who will come into this stand,


