
the enemies of this people, and seek their 
destruction with greater malice, seemingly, 
than those who had never joined us.

We ought to make profitable lessons for 
ourselves from observations of the past. I 
know, brethren, that we have our traditions 
on a great many subjects. Take a man, for 
instance, who has been a lawyer, or a magis-
trate, in the States, or in England, one who 
has read Blackstone, Kent, and a few other 
law books, and undertake to explain to him 
a simple mode of administering justice, one 
that can be plainly understood by all the 
people, and I do not care how much educa-
tion or “Mormonism” he has, the very mo-
ment the simplicity of administering justice 
is laid before him it comes in contact with 
his traditions, and he will quibble about the 
meaning and placing of words, the mode of 
spelling, or the tail of a comma, and con
tinue so to do, perhaps, during his whole 
life, without ever learning that matters 
brought before us ought to be dealt with 
according to the nature of the case and the 
circumstances, without going back a thou-
sand years for precedents to govern us.

Take a man who has been educated a 
sectarian minister, he has certain grave 
ideas imprinted on his mind, he must pray 
in a certain form, and perhaps use a cer-
tain tone of voice when he offers up his 
prayer, and however much he may believe 
the Gospel of the last days, he will con-
stantly be at a loss to know whether he is 
governed in some things by the principles 
of truth, or whether in reality he is not fol-
lowing some of the whims or traditions of 
his early education.

You may apply the same rule in farming. 
Take a man from the Western States, place 
him on some of our farming lands and tell 
him, “Here are twenty acres of land, and  
it is all you can properly farm, unless  
you have more help than yourself. Now

fence and cultivate it, and you can make an 
abundant living.” He would be apt to say, 
“You must be mad; bless you, I need 160 
acres, I can cultivate that much at least. I 
have always done so, and I will not have 
anything to do with such a little patch.”

I have seen many engage in farming 
here, and have known them to work four 
or five years without having the first acre 
secured by a good fence, and without cul-
tivating the ground in a manner suited to 
the soil and climate. Why? Traditions in-
terfere, they have been traditionated to run 
over a great quantity of ground, and to not 
half cultivate it, until farms are almost en-
tirely exhausted.

Incorrect traditions, though long fol-
lowed, have to be surrendered, and we 
have to build up Zion. The plan of Zion 
contemplates that the earth, the gardens, 
and fields of Zion, be beautiful and culti-
vated in the best possible manner. Our tra-
ditions have got to yield to that plan, cir-
cumstances will bring us to that point, and 
eventually we shall be under the necessity 
of learning and adopting the plan of beau-
tifying and cultivating every foot of the soil 
of Zion in the best possible manner.

When the Saints become instructed, 
when this people become united as they 
should be, when they learn things as they 
should learn them, they will not be subject 
to the constant and unpleasant annoyances 
to which they have been subject.

Many think there is no necessity of do-
ing anything more than to throw a little 
seed in the ground and plough it under, 
that then they are sure of a crop. They often 
farm without fences, sow their seed without 
properly preparing the land and attending 
to it, and then trust in God for the balance.

Others think it irreligious to speak 
upon temporal subjects on the Sab-
bath day, that it is a violation of the day
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